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Dues and news of dues . ..

During the last Board meeting of the Conference on Practical Christianity the subject of annual dues and the economy came under
discussion. It was unanimously decided that the entire dues issue be re-examined and that we would attempt to present a model
that would make the dues paying process more easily handled by the membership no matter the individual economic status.

It should not be news that to run our organization takes income, specifically money. You are able to review the financial status of
our group with each newsletter. Over the past three years every effort has been made to reduce our budget to a more manage-
able amount yet as we decrease the required budget so do the gifts members send in decrease. It might be that it looks as if we
are managing the budget so well that we require less income. Not so. The idea of reducing the budget was originally intended so

that we would have more surplus to market our organization, to expand benefits to the members and to allow us to give from our
good.

There have been members who have consistently give gifts to the organization and others who have not given because they
thought the amount mattered. Nothing could be further from the truth. We have members who consistently give less than

$40.00 but who give consistently. It is the consistency that allows the Board to develop a budget and to go forth with promotion of
the Conference and expansion of member benefits.

Below, | am presenting the new dues rates and payment plan for those who wish to use it. All matters listed herein are between
the Conference Treasurer and the individual Member..

Proposed Dues Payment Plan and New Rates

On the inside . .

e Annual dues are now $60.00 per annum no matter the classification. Ponderings 2
e Members and organizations using the umbrella of the 501 c3 not for profit status would pay A little ice cream 3

$95.00 per annum. Does God Exist? 4
e There will be a dues payment plan for those to whom such plan would be beneficial. Charles Fillmore 4

Fillmore Theological
e The member who chooses to use the payment plan would adhere to the following description: 9

College 5

The member would pay an initial amount of $12.00 and then $12,00 over the next five (5) The Spoken Word 6
months.

Recognizing Reality 7

The above plan allows fort an annual dues payment of $72.00. The additional $12.00 would

. . . You are invited to submit
allow for bookkeeping and other administrative cost.

your articles and church
This new dues policy is not out of lack but as our way of giving back to the community and of contrib- | "ews for inclusion in our
uting to the economy of our individual members. We are blessed to have our group and doubly newsletter.

blessed to have each other for support and networking. Email to:

drcharlie@wildblue.net

“We fairly sizzle with zeal and enthusiasm to do the work that is ours to do.”

Charles Fillmore




Spiritual Stories. ..

Internet Discoveries

As Gandhi stepped aboard a train one day, one of his
shoes slipped off and landed on the track. He was unable
to retrieve it as the train was moving. To the amazement of
his companions, Gandhi calmly took off his other shoe and
threw it back along the track to land close to the first.

Asked by a fellow passenger why he did so, Gandhi smiled.
"The poor man who finds the shoes lying on the track," he
replied, "will now have a pair he can use."

I[t was a cold December night in West Orange, New Jersey.
Thomas Edison's factory was humming with activity. Work
was proceeding on a variety of fronts as the great inventor
was trying to turn more of his dreams into practical realities.
Edison's plant, made of concrete and steel, was deemed
"fireproof". As you may have already guessed, it wasn't!

On that frigid night in 1914, the sky was lit up by a sensa-
tional blaze that had burst through the plant roof. Edison's 24
-year-old son, Charles, made a frenzied search for his famous
inventor-father. When he finally found him, he was watching
the fire. His white hair was blowing in the wind. His face was
illuminated by the leaping flames. "My heart ached for him,"
said Charles. "Here he was, 67 years old, and everything he
had worked for was going up in flames. When he saw me, he
shouted, 'Charles! Where's your mother?' When I told him I
didn't know, he said, 'Find her! Bring her here! She'll never
see anything like this as long as she lives."

Next morning, Mr. Edison looked at the ruins of his factory
and said this of his loss: "There's value in disaster. All our
mistakes are burned up. Thank God, we can start anew."

The Creator gathered all of Creation and said,

"I want to hide something from the humans until they
are ready for it. It is the realization that they create their own
reality."

The eagle said, "Give it to me, I will take it to the moon."
The Creator said, "No. One day they will go there and find it."
The salmon said, "I will bury it on the bottom of the ocean."
"No. They will go there too."

The buffalo said, "I will bury it on the Great Plains."

The Creator said, "They will cut into the skin of the Earth and
find it even there."

Grandmother Mole, who lives in the breast of Mother Earth,
and who has no physical eyes but sees with spiritual eyes,
said, "Put it inside of them."

And the Creator said, "It is done."

%%

Finally, and Aramaic translation you can depend on for being
as thorough as you would like it. Great for study and just as
valuable for understanding.

The Aramaic E_nglisl'l New T estament

http://www.aent.org/

Igniter Media Group
Igniter Media Group produces sermon illustration videos

and other media resources to enhance the worship experi-
ence.

www.ignitermedia.com/

Bahai on Forgiveness

I am you child, O my Lord, that hath set his face towards
Thee, and fixed my hope on the wonders of Thy grace and
the revelation of Thy bounty.

I pray Thee that Thou wilt not suffer me to turn away disap-
pointed from the door of Thy mercy, nor abandon me to such
of Thy creatures as have repudiated Thy cau8se.

A am, O my God, Thy servant and the son and daughter of
Thy servant. I have recognized Thy Truth in Thy days, and
have directed my steps toward the shores of Thy oneness,
confessing Thy singleness, acknowledging Thy unity, and
hoping for Thy forgiveness and pardon. Powerful art Thou to
do what Thou willest; no God is there beside Thee, the All-
Glorious, the Ever-Forgiving.
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It's not what we eat but
what we digest that makes us strong;
not what we gain but what we save
that makes us rich;

not what we read but what
we remember that makes us learned;
and not what we profess but what we
practice that gives us integity.

Logos . ..
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Sometimes a
little ice cream ...

Last week, I took my children to a
restaurant.

My six-year-old son asked if he could say grace.

As we bowed our heads he said, 'God is good, God is great.
Thank you for the food , and I would even thank you more if
Mom gets us ice cream for dessert. And Liberty and justice for

all! Amen!'

Along with t he laughter from the other customers nearby, 1

heard a woman remark, 'That's what's wrong with this coun-

try. Kids today don't even know how to pray. Asking God for
ice cream! Why, I never!'

Hearing this, my son burst into tears and asked me, 'Did I do
it wrong? Is God mad at me?'

As I held him and assured him that he had done a terrific job,
and God was certainly not mad at him, an elderly gentleman
approached the table. He winked at my son and said, 'I hap-
pen to know that God thought that was a great prayer.'
'Really?' my son asked.

'Cross my heart,' the man replied.

Then, in a theatrical whisper, he added (indicating the woman
whose remark had started this whole thing), 'Too bad she
never asks God for ice cream. A little ice cream is good for

the soul sometimes.'

Naturally, I bought my kids ice cream at the end of the meal.
My son stared at his for a moment, and then did something I
will remember the rest of my life.

He picked up his sundae and, without a word, walked over
and placed it in front of the woman. With a big smile he told
her, 'Here, this is for you. Ice cream is good for the soul
sometimes; and my soul is good already.'

Author Unknown

New Email Address

New email address for the Conference on Practical Christian-
ity. We have changed servers due to the fact that our previ-
ous server access went out of business.

The new email address is:

drcharlie@wildblue.net

Soon the Conference will have it’s own info email address.
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What opportunities have you had?
Rev. Charles Smith

Every now and then, each of us is given opportunities, by
God, to be channels for the good of others. It is for this rea-
son that we all must keep our heart, eyes and ears open to
giving of that which God has given us. Giving is not always
financial but giving is always giving. Sometimes we cannot
give anonymously but we can give without making ourselves
the center of the act. Think of ways you can contribute to
the good of another.

Have you hugged someone who is in emotional distress?
Have you paid for someone’s groceries at the store?

Have you read a book to a young child or a senior by giving
the gift of your time?

Have you picked up a meal for someone in a restaurant?
Have you stopped in a retirement community or nursing
home and asked if anyone would like a letter written for
them?

Have you occasionally left change in a soda machine or pay
telephone coin return?

Have you taken the time to really listen to another in the
workplace or the community or in your home?

Have you ever strewn a handful of change in a Wal-Mart
parking lot?

Have you helped a senior or a mother with children load
groceries or other packages into their car?

Have you left a 5-10 or 20 dollar bill behind a canned good
or behind a loaf of bread or in the hotdog section of the gro-
cery store and left it to God to find the receiver?

I don't believe in random acts of kindness but I do believe in
acts of purpose. We must, especially in these times, reach
out to each other with whatever we have to give. These acts
of purpose are really demonstrations of the love that is God.

How blessed you are to be perfect as a channel for the out-
working of our Lord and for God’s infinite presence every-
where and in every circumstance.

It may make you feel good to help but that doesn’t matter.
You may think that you will be given in return, but that does-
n't matter. What matters is how you helped another child of
God realize the good that has come to he or she and even
better if the act is done anonymously.

Think of different ways you can help others and email some
of your ideas to me so that I can add them to our newsletter.

You are always loved just the way you are and giving will not
make you loved any greater by God. Giving is having the
opportunity to return what is God’s to help those having a
difficult experience. Giving is not tithing. Tithing is not
yours to give. Giving is making a gift of what you have.
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Y. .. An argument for
God’s Existence”

Charles Fillmore
From-The Revealing Word

A man went to a barbershop to have his hair cut and his
beard trimmed. As the barber began to work, they began
to have a good conversation.

They talked about so many things and various subjects.
When they eventually touched on the subject of God, the
barber said: 'I don't believe that God exists."

'Why do you say that?' asked the customer. 'Well, you just
have to go out in the street to realize that God doesn't ex-
ist.

Tell me, if God exists, would there be so many sick peo-
ple? Would there be abandoned children?

If God existed, there would be neither suffering nor pain?
I can't imagine a loving God who would allow all of these
things.'

The customer thought for a moment, but didn't respond
because he didn't want to start an argument.
The barber finished his job and the customer left the shop.

Just after he left the barbershop, he saw a man in the
street with long, stringy, dirty hair and an untrimmed
beard. He looked dirty and unkempt. The customer turned
back and entered the barber shop again and he said to the
barber:

'You know what? Barbers do not exist.'

'How can you say that?' asked the surprised barber.
'T am here, and I am a barber. And I just worked on you!'

'No.' the customer exclaimed. 'Barbers don't exist because
if they did, there would be no people with dirty long hair
and untrimmed beards, like that man outside.'

'Ah, but barbers DO exist! That's what happens when peo-
ple do not come to me.'

'Exactly!" affirmed the customer. 'That's the point! God, too,
DOES exist! That's what happens when people do not go to
Him and don't look to Him for help.

That's why there's so much pain and suffering in the
world.'

... for contemplation.

“A God who let us prove His existence would be an idol.”
Dietrich Bonhoeffer

"I screamed at God for all the starving children, and then I
realized that all of the starving children were God scream-
ing at me." Anon

"Existence is a series of footnotes to a vast, obscure, unfin-

ished masterpiece."
Vladimir Nabokov

Spirit--God as the moving force in the universe; Principle as
the breath of life in all creation; the principle of life; creative
intelligence and life.

We sometimes discover within ourselves a flow of thought that
has been evolved independently of the reasoning process and
we are puzzled about its origin and its safety as a guide. In its
beginnings this seemingly strange source of knowledge is
turned aside as a day-dream; again it seems a distant voice,
an echo of something that we have heard and forgotten. One
should give attention to this unusual and usually faint whisper-
ing of Spirit in man. It is the development in man of a greater
capacity to know himself and to understand the purpose of
creation. When one concentrates all the faculties on Truth
ideas, the conscious mind and superconscious mind blend, and
there is a descent of spiritual energies into soul and body.
Then the faculties receive new power to express Truth and the
body is renewed.

Spirit of truth--The Mind of God in its executive capacity; it
carries out the divine plan of the originating Spirit. It proceeds
from the Father and bears withess of the Son. The Spirit of
truth is God's thought projecting into our mind ideas that will
build a spiritual consciousness like that of Jesus. The Spirit of
truth watches every detail of our life, and when we by affirma-
tion proclaim its presence, it brings new life into our body and
prosperity into our affairs.

Spirit of wholeness--The Holy Spirit of the New Testament.
In Greek mythology the Holy Spirit is symbolized by the god-
dess Hygeia. Modern medical men call it the restorative power
of nature. (see Holy Spirit)

spiritual cosmogony--Spiritual interpretation of the creation
of the universe. When science admits that the ether is moved
by omnipotent Mind, the Bible will show forth a complete spiri-
tual cosmogony.

spiritual discernment--Intuitive knowing of that which is true of
God, or Spirit.

spiritual healer--One who helps man reform so that bodily
healing follows as a natural consequence. In order to have
bodily perfection it is necessary to bring the mind to a state of
righteousness. This is the work of the spiritual healer.

spiritual quickening--Making active according to spiritual
standards, by being linked to the activity of God-Mind.
spirituality--The consciousness that relates man directly to
his Father-God. It is quickened and grows through prayer and
other forms of religious thought and worship.
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Affirmation
The Christ in me greets the Christ in you

And we work together for the Glory of God.

Logos . ..




Fillmore Theological College

Rev. Donald Hudson
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To obtain an catalogue or to ask for an application to Fillmore Theological College, please call:

1-877-FTC(382)-3888

Or visit our website: www.fillmorecollege.com
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Ponder this ...

Why isn't "palindrome" spelled the
same way backwards?

Why does "cleave" mean both split
apart and stick together?

What is another word for "thesaurus"?

Why doesn't "onomatopoeia" sound
like what it is?

Don"t think that you ' re thinking. If
you think that you're thinking you only
think that you're thinking.

When everything's coming your way,
you're in the wrong lane.

When I'm not in my right mind, my
left mind gets pretty crowded.

I intend to live forever -- so far, so
good!

Quantum Mechanics: The dreams stuff
is made of.
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501 c 3 Quarterly Reports

Professional Member Quarterly Report
2007
Organization:

Minister:

Board President:

Phone # of Board President:

[__INo of Sunday Services
[__] Other Services

[__]1 Weddings

[__1 Christenings

[__]1 Memorials

[__] Workshops

[__1 Hospital Visits

[__] Classes

You are blessed for all you do.
Gift Enclosed?
Amount:

Thank You.

You are appreciated.
Please mail to:
Treasurer—CPC

13196 South Ash St

Claremore, OK 74017

Membership Application/

Renewal

Name:

Title: , Phone:

Address:

City: St:

Zip:

Email:
General Membership $60.00
Professional Membership $95.00
Independent Unity Minister  $95.00

Organizational Membership $125.00
Mail with Check to:

CPC—Treasurer
13196 South Ash Street
Claremore, OK 74017

Or Join on-line

www.fillmoresunity.com
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CPC Treasurers Report
Barbara Hudson, Treasurer

Did you Know?

The Conference on Practical

Christianity is supported by the
generous gifts of the member-
ship?

So that we can continue to offer
you the Logos newsletter each
month along with advertising and
research, you gifts are needed
and appreciated.

Recently the Conference has re-
duced it's operating cost by al-
most $5000.00 per year. We
want to demonstrate that we are
good stewards so that as we ask
so shall we receive.

the spoken word . ..

by Rev. Charles Smith

The practice of Practical Christianity is a demanding task-
master. All of the rules and practices given to us in the
scripture of the Holy Bible, both Old and New Testaments,
can never be reduced to a few tenets or practices and re-
main a working part of our hope and faith.

For years I have been wrestling with the phrase, Well . . .
For me Fob example someone says that God is our only
source and that we should always go to God first in all things
and someone else chooses to comes starting their contribu-
tion out with, “wWe I | ‘Gadrmaymtee, tihe only
source but I look at it this way.” It is the “for me” part of
their contribution has caused me to think about dualities.
When we use the phrase, “for me,” we are really saying that
God may be our only source but “for me” blah, blah, blah.
We are offering up the possibility that there is more than
God as our source of anything. We are saying that God is
our source but there are options.

More often than not we are using the if or nplrase as a
method of not forcing our opinions on others. In matters of
faith there is no room for options. We must positively state
our belief and let the chips fall where they may. If we let
kindness replace our feeling for the emotions of others then
all will take care of itself. However, under no circumstance
are you to belittle the Truth that you understand by qualify-
ing your belief with a disclaimer allowing for options to the
Truth as you understand it.

A person who uses the phrase i We | | is His-r
avowing the Truth they know and allowing for options that
do not exist.

Every thought, every action, every deed and every word we
speak are forms of prayer to God for that which we seek to
have manifest in our lives. We must never take lightly what
we say because it is surely a method of awakening that which
we long to be apart from our lives.

When God created all that there is we never heard an excuse

for what God was asking.

e "And God said, "Let the water under the sky be gathered
to one place, and let dry ground appear.' And it was
so."

There was no question whether the water would do as di-

rected. God simply put forth the Spoken Word and it became

SO.

This is true in our lives. We put forth our spoken word with
the authority of God in Jesus name (Jesus teachings) and
whatever we speak will come about as part of our lives. We
are not to speak of the lives of others but instead we are to
call forth, from substance, (that which already is) and let our
good overflow to those who would have it.

It is our duty to speak only those things that are beneficial to
us as individuals and then, in the demonstration, let the
teaching be understood by all who seek.

God spoke and it was so. Jesus spoke and it was so. And
then gave us to speak and make it so. We who would have
the elegant life would not waste the gift given us by Jesus
with phrases connoting options to Truth.

%ﬁ’%ﬁ
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Don’s Article
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Continuing Dond Article

Recognizing Reality ...

“To understand reality is not the same as to know about out-
ward events. It is to perceive the essential nature of things.
The best-informed man is not necessarily the wisest. Indeed
there is a danger that precisely in the multiplicity of his knowl-
edge he will lose sight of what is essential. But on the other
hand, knowledge of an apparently trivial detail quite often
makes it possible to see into the depth of things. And so the
wise man will seek to acquire the best possible knowledge
about events, but always without becoming dependent upon
this knowledge.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer

(German Lutheran Pastor and Theologian. His involvement in a
plot to overthrow Adolf Hitler led to his imprisonment and execu-
tion. 1906-1945)

Other Bonhoeffer Quotes:
M God who let us prove his existence would be an idol”

“The test of the morality of a society
is what it does for its children.”

“If you do a good job for others, you heal yourself at the same
time, because a dose of joy is a spiritual cure.”

“To endure the cross is not tragedy; it is the suffering which is
the fruit of an exclusive allegiance to Jesus Christ”

“It is the nature, and the advantage, of strong people that they
can bring out the crucial questions and form a clear opinion
about them. The weak always have to decide between alterna-
tives that are not their own.”

“Action springs not from thought, but from

a readiness for responsibility.”

“One act of obedience is better than one hundred sermons”

Logos . ..
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Conference on Practical Christianity
31900 K-68 Hwy
Paola, Kansas 66071

To someone special

College

AA, BS, MS, Doctorate
Advanced Religious Studies
Theology

Pastoral Counseling

Time to Fulfill
- your Dream

SZ =

Attainable Education

Affordable

1-877-382-3888

Fillmore Theological

Members Only

Complete On-Line Degree Programs

Ministerial Studies for Ordination

Challenging Informative

www.fillmorecollege.com
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Members of the Conference on Practical
Christianity can have a Full Website de-
signed with 5 full pages, PayPal donation
or shopping link and graphics for a one
time price of:

$299.00
Call today and | e

website project.

013-207-9241

Paid Advertisement

s Space

W Be Youry 7=

Got a workshop or book or
seminar or product you would
like to promote?

$39.00 per issue will get you
this space.

bs discuss your

You set up the artwork or we
do the price is the same.

Call Charlie at

1-800-948-3171
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