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Conference on Practical Christianity

Wonderful Membership Drive

Beginning on September 1st of 2008 we will begin our first semi-annual World-Wide mem-
bership drive for the Conference on Practical Christianity. The drive will begin on Septem-
ber 1 and end on November 30, 2008. We are excited about the membership drive for
many reasons among them is the fact that we are beginning to get interest from Truth stu-
dents who are not Licensed Teachers or Ordained Ministers. From the beginning the Con-
ference on Practical Christianity was for all who wanted to become involved in the work of
spreading the teachings throughout the World.

This opens the doors for approaching those who would be likely to join the organization.
The prospects can come from: Your Church Members, Folks outside of our movement, peo-
ple from all of the New Thought organizations who feel that united efforts build strong com-
munity, Bible study groups, Course in Miracles Study Groups; the possibilities are endless.

To encourage existing members to solicit new members we have put together an incentive
program. The details of the program will be in the mail to you shortly. We are excited
about the membership drive and once you have received the material we think you will be
too.
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One of the Best Kept Secrets . . . D)

Are you aware that many of the on-line seminaries are asking as
much as $150.00 per credit hour for their courses which computes to
$450.00 per course? Fillmore Theological College charges a total of
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$39.95 per course. Did you know that many of the on-line seminaries do not have men-
tors for their students? Fillmore Theological assigns each student a mentor to follow his or
her journey through their studies at FTC.

Most online seminaries teach religious courses and leave it at that. FTC teaches religious
courses but also teaches courses in business and church management in an effort to help
the student succeed after completion of their studies. Did you know that most online semi-
naries leave it to the student to gather study materials for their courses? Fillmore Theologi-
cal College offers the student free Fillmore authored textbooks as well as major discounts
on computer software programs such as Microsoft Office 2007, Vista and many other pro-
grams to help the student concentrate on his or her studies and not on the finances.

Fillmore Theological College is a wonderful way to acquire knowledge and obtain the cre-
dentials needed as a foundation to your spiritual life, to your personal development and
understanding and to professional standing.

Fillmore Theological College is truly a best kept secret but now the secret is out of the bag.
Visit FTC online at: www.fillmorecollege.com or call for a brochure and catalogue at:

1-877-FTC(382)-3888
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Don’t Forget!

By now you have received
a letter which included a
database info form.

Please complete the form
at your earliest conven-
ience and return it to Bar-
bara Hudson in the enve-
lope included with your
form.

Thanks you for your help.

Rev. Charlie




Power Struggle in the Church? What's the Point?

Rev. Charles Smith

Headquarters for the Conference on Practical Christianity is
located in a small town in Kansas (Paola) which boasts a
population of about 6000 within the city limits. So small
that seldom does anything happen that is not heard by all.
There are very few secrets. This could be construed as
good or bad depending upon your point of view.

From a spiritual point of view it is an education. This is to
say that within this town, as in most small towns, there is
the opportunity to observe many personalities and behav-
iors of God’s wonderful creations.

A couple of years ago there was a split in the local Lu-
theran Church. It was apparently some difference in the
regional synod. What the difference was or is, is not the
issue. That there was a right or wrong or whether they
were looking toward an individual as the rightful church
leader is what points directly to the solution and what we
are blessed to observe and from which we may learn.

The local Presbyterian Church recently split over a prefer-
ence in leadership. Part of the church preferred the exist-
ing minister and another part of the church was interested
in new leadership.

The question was, what are these folks doing now? I know
that they go on to creat3e new churches. Most times each
church is called Lutheran or each church is called Presbyte-
rian. These folks didn't change the name they just
changed the leadership.

In Unity there is an away team that goes into churches to
help a Board heal or to help a minister who says that he or
she is burned out or is having differences with the church
board or is being challenged that the right leader needs to
be put in place.

Paul in 1 Corinthians Chapter 1, was speaking of the dis-
cord in the church. It is these wise excerpts that we
should consider when a church struggles to maintain unity
when in the end it is separated.

Paul was speaking to the church of God at Corinth which at
that time was having some difficulties.

1 Corinthians 1:

9 God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellow-
ship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

10 Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that
there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly
joined together in the same mind and in the same judg-

ment.

11 For it hath been declared unto me of you, my brethren, by
them which are of the house of Chloe, that there are conten-
tions among you.

12Now this I say, that every one of you saith, I am of Paul;
and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas; and I of Christ.

13 Is Christ divided? was Paul crucified for you? or were ye
baptized in the name of Paul?

14 I thank God that I baptized none of you, but Crispus and
Gaius;

15 Lest any should say that I had baptized in mine own name.

Paul was saying that there is but one leader in the church and
that this leader is Jesus Christ. It is when we forget this and
are caught up in our own folly that no good can come of our
activity.

We are invested in ego whether it be about who’'s the best
leader or who gets their way after considerable efforts wasted
in make wrong.

Nothing is our world can be of anything but God and of the
activity of the Holy Spirit. There is no idea or no person wiser,
stronger or better that the very reason we are together in the
first place. It is only in humility that our minds are clear and
our beings open to the wonders that God has for us, for our
organizations and for our church.

Paul, again said, “But God hath chosen the foolish things of
the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak
things of the world to confound the things which are mighty;
and base things of the world, and things which are despised,
hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to
nought things that are:

That no flesh should glory in his presence. But of him are ye in
Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and right-
eousness, and sanctification, and redemption: That, according
as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord.” 1
Corinthians 27-31

Unite in Christ. Do not be confused about the purpose of the
church or who the leader is. We pioneer the church Jesus
plants the church. Paul is saying that if you would boast on
anyone, boast on Jesus Christ the only leader of the church
and in humility boast of the good works of God through Jesus.
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God’s Cake

CPC Treasurers Report July-2008—Barbara Hudson, Treasurer

Sometimes we wonder, 'What did I do
to deserve this?' Or 'Why did God have
to do this to me?' Here is a wonderful
explanation!

A daughter is telling her Mother how
everything is going wrong, she's failing
algebra, her boyfriend broke up with
her and her best friend is moving away.

Meanwhile, her Mother is baking a cake
and asks her daughter if she would like
a snack, and the daughter says,
“Absolutely Mom, I love your cake.”

“Here, have some cooking oil,” her
Mother offers. “Yuck,” says her daugh-
ter.

“How about a couple raw eggs?' “Gross,
Mom!”

“"Would you like some flour then? Or
maybe baking soda?”

“Mom, those are all yucky!”

To which the mother replies: “Yes, all
those things seem bad all by them-
selves. But when they are put together
in the right way, they make a wonder-
fully delicious cake!”

“God works the same way. Many times
we wonder why He would let us go
through such bad and difficult times.
But God knows that when He puts
these things all in His order, they al-
ways work for good! We just have to
trust Him and, eventually, they will all
make something wonderful!

God is crazy about you. He sends you
flowers every spring and a
sunrise every morning.

Whenever you want to talk, He'll listen.
He <can live anywhere in the
universe, and He chose your heart.
Life may not be the party we hoped for,
but while we are here we might as w ell
dance.

Submitted by: Rev. Phillip Fischer

Beginning Balance $982.71
Income:

Membership Dues $120.00

Tithes $702.07

SW Reimbursement $171.41

Total Income $993.48
Expenses

CPC Compensation $130.00

Office Expense! $157.43

Communications $122.37

Software? $119.95

Bank Charges $20.00

Rent? $800.00

Total Expenses $1349.75
Ending Balance $626.56

Notes:

Includes Postage and other supplies. Includes July and August rent.

501 c 3 Quarterly Reports

Professional Member Quarterly Report
2007
Organization:

Minister:

Board President:

Phone # of Board President:

[__INo of Sunday Services
[__] Other Services

[__]1 Weddings

[__1 Christenings

[__]1 Memorials

[__] Workshops

[__1 Hospital Visits

[__] Classes

You are blessed for all you do.
Tithe Enclosed?
Amount:
Thank You.
You are appreciated.
Please mail to:
Treasurer—CPC
13196 South Ash St— Claremore, OK
74017

Membership Application/

Renewal
Name:
Title: , Phone:
Address:
City: St:
Zip:
Email:
[] General Membership $60.00
[ ] Professional Membership $95.00
[ ] Independent Unity Minister  $95.00

[ ] Organizational Membership $125.00

Mail with Check to:
CPC—Treasurer
13196 South Ash Street
Claremore, OK 74017

Or Join on-line

www.fillmoresunity.com
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Fillmore Theological College

Rev. Donald Hudson

haddeus Golas, best known for having written The Lazy Man's Guide to Enlight-

enment, said "No matter what your spiritual condition is, no matter where you
find yourself in the universe, your choice is always the same: to expand your awareness or =
contract it." In our world today it is so easy to get consumed with all of the distractions it
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has to offer and diminish our attention to being aware of who we really are and the possi-

bilities we possess. It is not enough to read, memorize, or incessantly quote the writings of the great teachers.
We must develop an intimate relationship with ourselves and the divinity we share. The mission of Fillmore
Theological College is to help facilitate the development of that intimacy by providing challenging courses

and access to the wi

our awareness together.

sdom and

experience of me

Website: www.fillmorecollege.com—Telephone: 1-877-FTC(382)-3888

no Corneron Truth...

Believe nothing just because a so-called wise person said it.
Believe nothing just because a belief is generally held. Be-
lieve nothing just because it is said in ancient books. Believe
nothing just because it is said to be of divine origin. Believe
nothing just because someone else believes it. Believe only
what you yourself test and judge to be true. [paraphrased]
Buddha

And we should consider every day lost on which we have not
danced at least once. And we should
call every truth false which was not
accompanied by at least one laugh.

Friedrich Nietzsche

I believe that unarmed truth and unconditional love will have
the final word in reality. This is why right, temporarily de-
feated, is stronger than evil triumphant.

Martin Luther King, Jr.

Truth comes as conqueror only to those who have lost the
art of receiving it as friend.
Rabindranath Tagore

"Believing ourselves to be possessors of absolute truth de-
grades us: we regard every person whose way of thinking is
different from ours as a monster and a threat and by so do-
ing turn our own selves into monsters and threats to our
fellows."

Octavio Paz (1914-1998)

Spiritual maturity is a lifelong process of replacing lies with

truth. Kurt Bruner

We shall some day catch an abstract truth by the tail, and
then we shall have our religion and our immortality."

Henry Brooks Adams (1838-1918)

"The opposite of a correct statement is a false statement.
The opposite of a profound truth may well be another pro-
found truth."

Niels Bohr (1885-1962)

Truth--The Absolute; that which accords with God as divine
principle; that which is, has been, and ever will be; that
which eternally is. The Truth
of God is reality: "the same
yesterday and to-day, yea
and for ever." The verities of
being are eternal and have
always existed. Truth abides
in fullness at the very core of man's being. As his conscious-
ness (awareness) expands, he touches the everlasting Truth.
What seems new is but the unveiling of that which always
has been.
Charles Fillmore

If you cannot find the truth right where you are, where else
do you expect to find it?
Dogen

Never apologize for showing feeling. When you do so, you
apologize for the truth.
Benjamin Disraeli

And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you
free.
John 8:32

The truth which has made us free will in the end make us
glad also.
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Being An Open and Accepting Receiver © paula Langguth Ryan

Excerpted from Giving Thanks: The Art of Tithing

Each of us has our own issues around giving and receiving
that we need to heal. The first step for many of us, when
learning to give thanks, is learning to be open and accepting
receivers . Fortunately, just as we've been conditioned NOT to
receive, we can recondition ourselves to willingly receive eve-
rything that comes into our lives, even things we've desig-
nated as undesirable or disastrous.

For instance, I used to live in the boondocks about forty-five
minutes from everything and occasionally I got stuck behind a
slow-moving vehicle. Now, I could choose to spend my time
and energy trying to get around the slowpoke. I could try to
race past him when we came to a town where the road be-
came two lanes. I could fuss and fume and make my blood
pressure go up over the fact that I was going to be late. Or I
could choose to assume that this condition, this slow-moving
vehicle, had been placed in my path for a reason.

I could choose to receive this gift and give thanks for it, even
though I might not be able to see how it might be for my
highest good. The possibilities for good in our life are limited
only by the limits of our imagination and the limits of our abil-
ity to receive.

Maybe if I'd been going faster I would have been involved in
the accident whose aftermath I passed on the road a few min-
utes later. Or maybe I'd been running all week in such high
gear that this was a gift from the Universe, allowing me to
slow down a bit and get centered. When we actively change
the way we view the events in our lives—when we can think
of them not as good events or bad events, but as just
events—we get in sync with the universal energy that con-
tains limitless abundance.

When we stop trying to control the outcome of events we
demonstrate our willingness to let God reveal our abundance
to us in the form it'’s supposed to take, even if that form is
one that we don't initially recognize as being for our highest
good. As a result, our abundance increases dramatically.
There is only one thing we can truly control: our reactions to
our thoughts. If something disturbs you, stop adding it to
your consciousness. If the news makes you worried and anx-
ious, turn off the television or radio, cancel the newspaper.
Stop focusing on what’s not working in your life and start fo-
cusing on what is working.

We each have so much abundance in our lives, but most of us
can’t see it because it's not taking a form we recognize. We
have our sights so set on abundance being a specific thing,
like a raise or a bigger house or peace, that we don't see the
true abundance. And until we see the true abundance, em-
brace it and give thanks for it, we won't be in alignment with
the greater abundance that’s contained in the universal en-
ergy that surrounds us.

Over time you will begin to notice how
all the events in your life are important
steps toward your permanent prosperity.
They are all part of your Universal or
Divine Plan, your life’s purpose. They are
all unfolding in Divine Timing, according
to Divine Law.

As your perception toward abundance
begins to shift, you will also begin to
unconditionally give thanks for those events without even
thinking about it. When you open your mind and heart to
freely receive the limitless abundance that God has available
for you, you will find every area of your life improving. This
is my greatest hope for you. It is why I wrote this book.

Rev. Paula Ryan

There is so much abundance swirling around each of our
lives right now that no one has yet built a container large
enough to hold it all. Until you actively take the theory of
gratitude and put it into practice through the art of tithing,
you—Ilike most people—will never experience even a fraction
of that abundance.

Visit Paula: http://www.artofabundance.com/

Koan you understand this?

Volume 3, Issue 8

NAN-IN AND THE CUP OF TEA

Nan-in, a Japanese master during the Meiji era (1868-1912),
received a university professor who came to inquire about
Zen.

Nan-in served tea. He poured his visitor's cup full, and then
kept on pouring.

The professor watched the overflow until he no longer could
restrain himself. "It is overfull. No more will go in!"

"Like this cup," Nan-in said, "you are full of your own opin-
ions and speculations. How can I show you Zen unless you
first empty your cup?" Muiju

ESHUN AND THE MONKS

Twenty monks and one nun, who was named Eshun, were
practicing meditation with a certain Zen master.

Eshun was very pretty even though her head was shaved
and her dress plain. Several monks secretly fell in love with
her. One of them wrote her a love letter, insisting upon a
private meeting.

Eshun did not reply. The following day the master gave a
lecture to the group, and when it was over, Eshun arose.
Addressing the one who had written to her, she said: "If you
really love me so much, come and embrace me now."
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The Twins

nce upon a time, twins children were conceived.

Weeks passed and the twins developed. As their awareness
grew, they laughed for joy: "Isn't it great that we were con-
ceived? Isn't it great to be alive? "

Together the twins explored their worlds. When they found
their mother's cord that gave them life, they sang for joy!
"How great our mother's love is, that she shares her own life
with us!"

As weeks stretched into months, the twins noticed how much
each was changing.

"What does it mean?" one asked.

"It means our stay in this world is drawing to an end." said
the other.

"But I don't want to go," said one. "I want to stay here al-
ways."

"We have no choice," said the other. "But maybe there is life
after birth."

"But how can there be?" re-
sponded one. "We will shed
our life cord and how can life
be possible without it? Be-
sides, we have seen evidence
that others were here before
us, and none of them has
returned to tell us there is
life after birth. No, this is the
end. Maybe there is no
mother after all."

"But there has to be," pro-
tested the other. "How else
did we get here? How do we remain alive?"

"Have you ever seen our mother?" said one.

"Maybe she only lives in our minds. Maybe we made her up
because the idea made us feel good."

So the last days in the womb were filled with deep ques-
tioning and fear.

Finally, the moment of birth arrived. When the twins had
passed from their world, they opened their eyes and cried
for joy - for what they saw exceeded their fondest dreams.

That is birth ... and that is death.

The Children ...

& = L

A little child in church for the first

time watched as the ushers passed
the offering plates. When they neared
the pew where he sat, the youngster
piped up so that everyone could hear:
"Don't pay for me Daddy, I'm under

five."

A little boy was attending his first
wedding. After the service, his cousin
asked him, "How many women can a

man marry?" "Sixteen," the boy re-
sponded. His cousin was amazed that
he had an answer so quickly. "How do
you know that?" "Easy," the little boy
said. "All you have to do is add it up,

like the Bishop said: “4 better, 4

worse, 4 richer, 4 poorer."

A boy was watching his father, a pas-
tor, write a sermon." How do you
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know what to say?" he asked. "Why,
God tells me." "Oh, then why do you
keep crossing things out?"

A little girl became restless as the

preacher's sermon dragged on and

on. Finally, she leaned over to her

mother and whispered, "Mommy, if

we give him the money now, will he
let us go?"

After the christening of his baby
brother in church, little Johnny sobbed
all the way home in the back seat of
the car. His father asked him three
times what was wrong. Finally, the
boy replied, "That priest said he
wanted us brought up in a Christian
home, and I want to stay with you

guys!"

A little girl was sitting on her grandfa-
ther's lap as he read her a bedtime
story. From time to time, she would take
her eyes off the book and reach up to
touch his wrinkled cheek. She was alter-
nately stroking her own cheek, then his
again. Finally, she spoke up, "Grandpa,
did God make you?" "Yes, sweetheart,"
he answered, "God made me a long time
ago." "Oh," she paused, "Grandpa, did
God make me too?" "Yes, indeed,
honey," he said, "God made you just a
little while ago." Feeling their respective
faces again, she observed, "God's get-
ting better at it, isn't he?"

The Sunday School Teacher asks,
"Now, Johnny, tell me frankly do you
say prayers before eating?" "No sir,"
little Johnny replies, "I don't have to.

My Mom is a good cook."

Terri asked her Sunday School class to
draw pictures of their favorite Bible sto-
ries. She was puzzled by Kyle's picture,
which showed four people on an air-
plane, so she asked him which story it
was meant to represent. "The flight to
Egypt," said Kyle. "I see ... And that
must be Mary, Joseph, and Baby Jesus,"
Ms. Terri said. "But who's the fourth per-
son?" "Oh, that's Pontius the Pilot.

Logos . ..
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A Case for Children’s Sunday School

If you want to grow your church or if you want to plant your
church with sure success and longevity for the future then
it's the children. One of the major reason churches do not
grow or that they simply die away is that there is no provi-
sion for the children. It is very simple. Church families
maintain there existence by having young families grow into
the roles of leadership and habit.

Why do we want children in the church?

We want children in our churches to be the example
for us.

9 Jesus said, "I tell you the truth, unless you change and
become like little children, you will never enter the king-
dom of heaven. Therefore, whoever humbles himself like
this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. And
whoever welcomes a little child like this in my name wel-
comes mMattbew 18:2-5

I Jesus said, "Let the little children come to me, and do
not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to
such as these." Matthew 19:14

Children teach us to be teachable and to be excited about
God and all that God means. It is through their example
that we grasp understanding of this ™. . . Kingdom of God
that is at hand.” Children live the Beatitudes’ to the fullest
extent and without visible effort.

We want children in our churches to help us to serve
God.

9 Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all
your soul and with all your strength. These command-
ments that | give you today are to be upon your hearts.
Impress them on your children. Talk about them when
you sit at home and when you walk along the road,
when you lie down and when you get up. Tie them as
symbols on your hands and bind them on your fore-
heads. Write them on the doorframes of your houses
and on your gates. Deuteronomy 6:5-9

When we place our focus on our lives and our households we
are able to teach the children (by example) of commitment
to God, not as a rule of behavior but as a way of life.

We want children in our churches to give our church energy
and life and joy. The honest laughter, the innocent happi-

ness, the pure love that all children can express is what we
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Rev. Charles Smith, PhD

are about in our service to God.

We want our churches to be everlasting houses of
praise to God.

The songs of the children lifted up to God proclaiming the
magnificence of God and the love of God for our children.
1  “Yes Jesus loves me for the Bible tells me so.”

“Jesus loves the little children, all the children of the
world.”

Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all ye lands. Serve
the LORD with gladness: come before his presence with
singing. Psalm 100:1-2

We want children in our churches so that we may have
a better world in which to live. (a Kingdom of Heaven
on Earth)

i At the same time came the disciples unto Jesus, saying,
Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven? And Jesus
called a little child unto him, and set him in the midst of
them, And said, Verily | say unto you, Except ye be con-
verted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter
into the kingdom of heaven Whosoever therefore shall
humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest in
the kingdom of heaven. And whoso shall receive one
such little child in my name receiveth me.

Mathew 18:1-5

9  Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old

he will not turn from it. Proverbs 22:6
And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple,

and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their

meat with gladness and singleness of heart, Praising God,

and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added

to the church daily such as should be saved.

Acts 2:46-47

So many things about a church depend on the manner in
which we treat the children. Children bring families with
them. Children grow into families. Families attract other
families. It is the very life of a church that is at stake. If
keep the children out we keep the families out and if we keep
the families out we bring ourselves to a position of stagnation.

Ministering to children isn’t easy but it can be a work of love
and joy. How exciting it can be to bring alive our church be-

ginning with the children.
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Conference on Practical Christianity

17 S. Pearl Street
Paola, Kansas 66071

To someone special

Fillmore Theological College

Quality On-Line Education
Transformative-Challenging
Affordable Student Costs

Simply the best educational opportunity available today.

You must seriously consider fulfilling your educational goals as part

of your intellectual and spiritual development by enrolling in
Fillmore Theological College.

Offering:
AA, BS, MS, and Doctorate, Degrees in:

Advanced Religious Studies
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For Catalogues, Application or Other Information Call Today

Pastoral Counseling

Plus a specifically designed program
leading to Ministerial Ordination
as well as Licensed Teacher Diploma.
Curricula consists of New Thought and
Practical Christianity teachings. 1-877-FTC(382)-3888
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www.fillmorecollege.com
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