Volume 4, Issue 1
January—2009

LLogos . . .

Newsletter of the
Conference on Practical Christianity

- MMV

New Years Resolution of Giving . ..

You've heard it al, this year I am going to lose weight, I am going to quit smoking, I am going to be more spiritual, I etc.,
and the list never ends. The common ground among most resolutions is the I. It is true we all want to become better per-
sons and we say we are willing to do what it takes but we don’t step up to the plate and “do what it takes.” If we become
better persons it is by default.

I don’t do resolutions anymore, haven't for years. I just can’t stand the defeat that has always accompanied my self indul-
gent promises. It came to me that I can’t change, none of us can. We can only grow and wherever we are right now is the
foundation of our new beginning. We can only alter the influences around us.

If we want to be more we must become more and this is not an autonomous undertaking. The process is not complicated but
it does demand a certain order to the process. You know that each of us is a child, a creation, of God. Everyone knows that.
Next we must know that whatever we do for one of God’s children we do in service to God. The service to God is reciprocal.
We know that whatever we do to serve another makes condition's around us different and it is these conditions that help us to
become more.

A quote attributed to Mother Theresa by Jean Houston is this. Mother Theresa was asked, "How can you come out each
morning and face all of this disease, starvation, strife and death?” To which Mother Theresa replied, "When I look at these
souls I see the face of the beloved on each of them (Jesus), and because I can not do enough for the beloved the beloved

cannot do enough for me.”

On the inside . .

Forget the resolutions. Resolutions usually begin with, “I resolve to or I'm going to.” Empty
Eckhart Tolle 2

promises about the future. This year in this moment let’s stop and think of the very first place
we can give or serve, right now. Pick up the phone and call someone who might be lonely or| A Meditation 3
who might appreciate your thoughts and keep on serving at every possible opportunity and by

. . Goin’ to theWoods 4
becoming more you will become more.
Happy New Year, Rev. Charlie | Fillmore Theological
College 5
It's that time of year. .. Treasures Report 6

There are two items due at this time of year. 1) Quarterly reports are due and 2) Annual Dues Fillmore on Substance 6

are due. The Honor of Awareness 7

e Quarterly reports are very important in that they keep us in compliance with IRS non- |You are invited to submit
profit (501 c-3) requirements. Your level of activity doesn’t matter however, sending the |your articles and church
report does. You can find a form for quarterly reports on page 5 of this newsletter. news for inclusion in our

e Annual Dues As you well know, it is your dues and tithes that keep the Conference on Prac- |newsletter.
tical Christianity functioning. The form for new members or for submitting your annual Email to:
dues is on page 5 of this newsletter. You are appreciated. drcharlie@fillmoresunity.com

We fairly sizzle with zeal and enthusiasm to do the work that is ours to do.
Charles Fillmore




Featured Contemporary
Spiritual Teacher,
Eckhart Tolle

When you are present in this moment, you break the
continuity of your story, of past and future.

Then true intelligence arises, and also love.
The only way love can come into your life is not through form,
but through that inner spaciousness that is Presence.
Love has no form.

- Excerpt from Eckhart Tolle's Stillness Amidst the World

Spiritual Teacher and author was born in Germany and educated
at the Universities of London and Cambridge. At the age of twenty
-nine a profound inner transformation radically changed the
course of his life. The next few years were devoted to understand-
ing, integrating and deepening that transformation, which marked
the beginning of an intense inward journey. Later, he began to
work in London with individuals and small groups as a counselor
and spiritual teacher. Since 1995 he has lived in Vancouver, Can-
ada.

Eckhart Tolle is the author of the #1 New York Times bestseller
The Power of Now (translated into 33 languages) and the highly
acclaimed follow-up A New Earth, which are widely regarded as
two of the most influential spiritual books of our time.

Eckhart’' s profound yet simpl e
countless people throughout the world find inner peace and
greater fulfillment in their lives. At the core of the teachings lies
the transformation of consciousness, a spiritual awakening that he
sees as the next step in human evolution. An essential aspect of
this awakening consists in transcending our ego-based state of
consciousness. This is a prerequisite not only for personal happi-
ness but also for the ending of violent conflict endemic on our
planet.

Website of Eckhart Tolle: http://www.eckharttolle.com
Editor’s Note:

Each month we would like to feature a contemporary Spiritual
teacher or author in an effort to broaden our understanding of
practical thought that can ultimately lead to a pragmatic and
spiritual approach to life.

If you have a favorite teacher or author please let me know
and we will feature them in this column so that others may be
exposed to the eclectics contemporary spiritual contemplation
thinking.

Internet Discoveries . ..

http://www.gaia.com

GAIA Community
From green living to fitness, fair trade to alternative thera-
pies, you'll find fresh ideas, easy tips, advice from experts,
trends to try, video how-to’s and information you can trust.
Gaiam Life is like a friend who keeps you up to date on all
the good-to-know stuff.

http://images.google.com/hosted/life
Life Magazine Photo Archive Hosted by Google
Search millions of photographs from the LIFE photo archive,
stretching from the 1750s to today. Most were never pub-
lished and are now available for the first time through the
joint work of LIFE and Google.

Found an interesting website you’d like to share? Email it to
Rev. Charlie and we'll include in this space.
revcharlie@fillmoresunity.com

A Laugh or Two . ..

The secret of a good sermon is to have a good beginning and
a good ending; and to have the two as close together as
possible. -- George Burns

Two boys were walking home from church after hearing a
strong preaching on the devil. One said to the other, "What
do vyou think about all this Satan stuff?"
The cothernboy, teRlied,,"Welle you, knpws how \Santa Gays,
turned out. It's probably just your dad"

Visiting his grandparents, a small boy opened the big
family Bible. He was fascinated as he fingered through the
old pages. Suddenly, something fell out. He picked it up and
found that it was an old leaf that had been pressed flat be-
tween the pages. "Mama, look what I found," he called out.
"What have you got there, dear?" his mother asked."
With astonishment in his voice, the boy answered, "I
think it's Adam's underwear!"

A father was reading Bible stories to his young son. He
read, "The man named Lot was warned to take his wife and
flee out of the city, but his wife looked back and was turned
into a pillar of salt."

His son asked, "What happened to the flea?"

Atheist: "Do you honestly believe that Jonah spent three
days and three nights in the belly of a huge fish?"
Preacher: "I don't know, sir, but when I get to heaven, I'll
ask him."

Atheist: "But suppose
Preacher: "Then you ask him."

he isn't in heaven?"
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A Meditation

by Rev. Charles Smith

BAHA'I Prayer

How quiet and peaceful it is
Serenity and anticipation at the
same time
Eyes closed I begin to breath
full and deep as my body relaxes
tension flows from me with
every exhale

Whatever I am I am all of me
as I meet myself here and now
awaiting spirit to find me
accepting me as I am
no pretensions or disguise

As Spirit permeates me and gives
the gift of perfect expression
and infinite possibilities
I accept and the adventure
From the very beginning
is mine

Remembering my knowingness
When I was a soul in the presence
of the omnipotent creator
Recalling the pure essence of being
Recalling my Holy Idea

Now I know without belief
My certitude of God
Where have I been?

What have I been doing?

To have forgotten

How quiet and peaceful it is
In the activity of life
I am fully alive
As I recall
What I remember.

O God, refresh and gladden my spirit.  Purify my heart.
Illumine my powers. I lay all my affairs in Thy hand. Thou
art my Guide and my Refuge. I will no longer be sorrowful
and grieved, I will be a happy and joyful being. O God, I will
no longer be full of anxiety , nor will I let trouble harass me.
I will not dwell on the unpleasant things of life.

O God, Thou art more friend to me than I am to myself. I
dedicate myself to Thee, O Lord.

The Baha'i Faith is a monotheistic religion founded by Ba-
ha'u'llah in nineteenth-century Persia, emphasizing the spiri-
tual unity of all humankind. There are an estimated five to
six million Bahad'is around the world in more than 200 coun-
tries and territories.

The Faith’s Founder was Baha’u’lldh, a Persian nobleman
from Tehran who, in the mid-nineteenth century, left a life of
princely comfort and security and, in the face of intense per-
secution and deprivation, brought to humanity a stirring new
message of peace and unity.

The essential message of Baha’u’llah is that of unity. He
taught that there is only one God, that there is only one hu-
man race, and that all the world’s religions represent stages
in the revelation of God’s will and purpose for humanity. In
this day, Baha’u’lldah said, humanity has collectively come of
age. As foretold in all of the world’s scriptures, the time has
arrived for the uniting of all peoples into a peaceful and inte-
grated global society. “The earth is but one country, and
mankind its citizens,” He wrote.

Compiled by Rev. Charles Smith

Editor’s Note

It has long been the practice of Unity education to make
oneself familiar with world religions. It is our hope that this
will be a permanent feature in our newsletter.

A Couple of Thoughts. ..
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Only as high as I can reach can I grow, only as far as I seek
can I go, only as deep as I look can I see, only as much as I
dream can I be. Karen Ravn

Our dependency makes slaves out of us, especially if this
dependency is a dependency of our self-esteem. If you need
encouragement, praise, pats on the back from everybody,
then you make everybody your judge.”
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monotheism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religion
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bah%C3%A1%27u%27ll%C3%A1h
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bah%C3%A1%27u%27ll%C3%A1h
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Persian_Empire#Persia_and_Europe_.281722.E2.80.931914.29
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/our_dependency_makes_slaves_out_of_us-especially/13423.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/our_dependency_makes_slaves_out_of_us-especially/13423.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/our_dependency_makes_slaves_out_of_us-especially/13423.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/our_dependency_makes_slaves_out_of_us-especially/13423.html

“goin’ to the woods . . .”
Rev. Charles Smith

Trees

You don't often hear the word forest unless you are
reading a fairy tale or a Robin Hood-like adventure
story. Most of us grew up calling a stand of trees the
“woods.” A friend would ask, “Where you goin’?” and
we would reply, “To the woods.” Or, “Where you
been?” and we would answer, “In the woods.” As a
child, the term “woods” brought up mental visions of
mysterious animals and darkness at night with some-
thing our grandparents called “hobgoblins” and in the
light of day, we found adventure when we chased each
other through the woods or excitement at the discover-
ies we made when finding a cave or a swimming hole
or an unusual looking bug or snake. Woods meant
everything. We loved them but somehow, when we
were alone, we weren’t quite comfortable in them until
we knew them and then the woods revealed some of its
secrets to us. After this the woods became a place for
contemplation, we called it “just thinking,” and medita-
tion, we called it “"daydreaming.” Whether sitting in a
crudely constructed tree house or sitting on the ground
under the trees or lying in a clearing of lush green
grass we were just thinking and daydreaming and
forming portions of what would become the character
of our soul.

The discovery of the secrets of the woods is simple
really. The more at ease we became with the woods
the more they wrapped us in the gentle comfort of their
serenity and we understood, at last, that the woods
were constantly busy being the woods. They gave to
us in the broad leaf of the oak, the chaotic order of the
pines branches and the wonderful colors of the maple.
They gave us cool comfort in the heat of the day, music
as the wind blew a cacophony of sounds creating a
heavenly rhythm and an energy that can only come
with the translucent greens and clear spaces that re-
veal portions of a bright blue spring sky.

It is the same with God. In our awe of the Creator we
are given over to a respectful fear of the first cause of
all things. The fear is the same as in the woods. It is
the fear of the unknown and we overcome this fear the
same way we did of the woods. We get to know God
better and then we become comfortable in God’s pres-
ence. It is much like the woods; the more we came to
visit the woods the less uncomfortable we were. We
discovered the woods were gentle and unforgiving of
our sometimes unintentional abuse. We discovered the
woods protected us and offered a warm and pleasur-
able solace found nowhere else. The woods were a ref-
uge in times that we required reflection.

It is the same with God. We find love and forgiveness
on our journey to discovery. God is eager to wrap gen-
tle arms around us and hold us in the breath of Spirit if
we allow it. We find that the Kingdom of Heaven is at
hand and that we are welcome in God’s mansion where
we can enter and close the door behind us so that we
can experience the rituals of "“just thinking” and
“daydreaming.”
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I think that I shall never see
A poem lovely as a tree.
A tree whose hungry mouth is prest
Against the earth's sweet flowing breast,

Reitl
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A tree that looks at God all day,
And lifts her leafy arms to pray;
A tree that may in Summer wear
A nest of robins in her hair;
Upon whose bosom snow has lain;
Who intimately lives with rain.
Poems are made by fools like me,
But only God can make a tree.

Looking For—By-Laws Committee Members

The Conference on Practical Christianity now has in
place a set of by-laws that meet our minimal needs
yet do not address certain areas with the specifics
required. The by-laws we now have are a canned
approach to our need to comply with IRS require-

&

ments.

The Committee will be supplied with a copy of the existing by-
laws and some models that were suggested as a starting point.

Committee members and the By-Laws Committee Chairperson
will be encouraged to act in a timely manner so as to have the
process completed by August of this year (2009).

This is a very detailed task and will take active communication
with each other via telephone conference or email. If the Com-
mittee would like I can set-up a free conference calling account
to be used only by the committee.

Robertds Rul es arefour Pproakadural document and
the by-laws should be constructed so as to not make adhering
to the by-laws, in meetings, cumbersome.

At the end of the project each committee member will be
awarded a certificate of appreciation and recognition as an
original constructor of the by-laws of the Conference on Practi-
cal Christianity.

Logos . . .
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Fillmore Theological College Rev. Donald Hudson

e “I“."h'r.

Sl
Fillmore Theological College is celebrating it's first year of providing a quality spiritual education to indi- D) y
viduals on their respective paths and it occurred to me that you might be interested in its status. We cur-
rently have five students pursuing a variety of degree programs. There are an additional three prospec-
tive students saying they are definitely interested in pursuing our programs but are waiting for their finan-
cial status to allow them to begin. We are still working on accreditation and from our interactions with accrediting agencies
have learned that it is a three to five year process. We expect to continue working toward accreditation this year and in the
coming years. During this first year we began to create structure by establishing schools within the college and at this time
they are as follows: School of Theology, School of Pastoral Counseling, School of Ministerial Studies and the School of Chap-
lain Preparation. Each of the schools either already has or will have a Dean having responsibility for managing the degree
programs and curricula for that school. At this time all positions for the college are strictly voluntary but our vision is for
them to be paid staff positions in the future. In future articles I will highlight each of the Deans so you can become familiar
with them and their qualifications.

Question: Would you be interested in facilitated forums on spiritual books/subjects on a set regular schedule? Email you
answers to donaldhudson@atlasok.com

To obtain an catalogue or to ask for an application to Fillmore Theological College, please call:

1-877-FTC(382)-3888
Or visit our website: www.fillmorecollege.com

WMo,
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_Veritas Vos Liberabit

Ha-Ha 501 c 3 Quarterly Reports

A mother was preparing pancakes for Professional Member Quarterly Report Membership Application/

her sons, Kevin, 5, and Ryan, 3. The 2007 Renewal
boys began to argue over who would Organization:
get the first pancake. Their mother Name:
saw the opportunity for a moral les- Minister: '
son. If Jesus were sitting here, He

. ] Title: , Phone:
would say, 'Let my brother have the Board President:

first pancake. I can wait.' Kevin turned

; } Address:
to his younger A mother was preparing Phone # of Board President:
pancakes for her sons, Kevin, 5, and - City: St
Ryan, 3. The boys began to argue over [_]No of Sunda_1y Services Zip'. '
who would get the first pancake. Their  [—1] Other Services '
mother saw the opportunity for a (] Wed_dmgs_ Email:
moral lesson. If Jesus were sitting %—} Chrlstenllngs '
Memorials
here, He would say, 'Let my brother — .
have the first pancake. I can wait.' [] Worl'<shop.s' General Membership $60.00
Kevin turned to his younger brother E—} gos"'ta' Visits Professional Membership ~ $95.00
S __] Classes
and said, 'Ryan, you be Jesus Independent Unity Minister  $95.00
After the christening of his baby You are blessed for all you do. Organizational Membership $125.00

brother in church, little Johnny sobbed Gift Enclosed?

all the way home in the back seat of Amount:____ Mail with Check to:

the car. His father asked him three

times what was wrong. Finally, the boy Thank You. CPC—Treasurer

replied, 'That priest said he wanted us You are appreciated. 13196 South Ash Street

brought up in a Christian home, and I :Iease ma”Ctlc:C Claremore, OK 74017

i - reasurer—

want to stay with you guys! 13196 South Ash St— Claremore, OK Or Join on-line

74017 www.fillmoresunity.com
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CPC Treasurers Report December 2008 Did you Know?
Barbara Hudson, Treasurer The Conference on Practical

Christianity is supported by the

Beginning Balance $644.23 | generous gifts of the member-
Income ship?
Deposits $720.63

So that we can continue to offer
Total Income $720.63 you the Logos newsletter each
month along with advertising and
research, you gifts are needed
and appreciated.

Expenses

CPC compensation $327.35

Office Expense? $ 49.58

Communications $264.63 Recently the Conference has re-

Bar.'k Charges $ 42.70 duced it's operating cost by al-

Office Moving Expense $326.99 most $5000.00 per year. We
Total Expenses 968.01 want to demonstrate that we are

Ending Balance $396.85

good stewards so that as we ask

Note: 1 Includes supplies and postage, etc so shall we receive.

Someone learned a lesson . ..

One day, the father of a very wealthy family took his son on a trip to the country with the
express purpose of showing him how poor people live. They spent a couple of days and nights
on the farm of what would be considered a very poor family.

On their return from their trip, the father asked his son, “*How was the trip?” justice is God
“It was great, Dad.”

“Did you see how poor people live?” the father asked.
“Oh yeah,” said the son. be served.
“So, tell me, what did you learn from the trip?” asked the father.
The son answered: “I saw that we have one dog and they had four. We have a pool that We can forgive
reaches to the middle of our garden and they have a creek that has no end. We have im-
ported lanterns in our garden and they have the stars at night. Our patio reaches to the front
yard and they have the whole horizon.

“We have a small piece of land to live on and they have fields that go beyond our sight.

“We have servants who serve us, but they serve others. We buy our food, but they grow niency when justice is dis-
theirs.

“We have walls around our property to protect us, they have friends to protect them.”
The boy’s father was speechless. that comes from our heart.

Then his son added, “Thanks Dad for showing me how poor we are.”

Forgiveness is for us but

effect guarantee justice will

easy part.

We must pray f

pensed This is the part

Rev. C. Smith

[

Charles Fillmore on Substance (Source: The Revealing Word)

y

DI

substance--The divine idea of the underlying reality of all things. Substance is everywhere present, pervades all things, and
inspires to action. It underlies all manifestation

and is the spiritual essence, the living energy out of which everything is made. Through substance all the attributes of Being
are expressed. It sustains and enriches any idea that is projected into it.

Divine substance is man's supply. Out of it he forms whatever he will according to his faith and understanding. By entering
into the silence, acknowledging divine substance, affirming his faith in and oneness with it, man becomes conscious of sub-
stance.

Spiritual realization of divine substance enriches the soil or thought-stuff of the mind. Jesus considered divine substance the
treasure field in which He could find the fulfillment of His every need. Every demonstration over mortal limitations is followed
by a realization of infinite reality. When man puts away the belief in the reality of matter, there follows a realization of the
presence of true substance, of which matter is a mortal concept. Hence this thought-stuff may be made active by holding an
affirmation. The rich substance of the kingdom of God is pouring its plenty perpetually into my mind and affairs, and I am in
all ways prospered.

Page 6 Logos . . .
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The Honor of Awareness ... by Dale Allen Hoffman

As a child growing up in the green farmlands of
southern New Jersey, | learned from a very young age
the peace of cultivating my awareness and my ability to
listen to the silence inherent within all life. With pastimes
like playing on live train tracks, sledding on busy country
roads, and wading barefoot through snake infested
streams and creeks, paying attention was hardly an op-
tion!

A quarter of a century later, | find myself just coming to
realize the growth and spiritual re-awakening that was oc-
curring for me, even as a young boy. At the time | figured |
was just wandering aimlessly through the woods with my
eyes closed, trying to get lost and find my way out, be-
cause it gave me a little bit of a buzz. My 34-year old per-
spective is that it was an incredibly courageous, if a bit
naive, test of faith in myself and in the spirit that | have
always sensed within myself and nature.

My poor mother used to be beside herself at times, know-
ing that | was often crawling into the drainage tunnel under
our street and sitting there in the musty blackness with
only the sounds of trickling water and the occasional visit
from curious wildlife. 1 would remain still, present and
aware of the arising and falling of the steady stream of
voiceless thoughts in my head. After a period of time, my
mind would become still, and | would find a flowing, ex-
pansive peace in nature that | could not seem to uncover
when surrounded by my boisterous friends and siblings. It
was around this time that | started to be labeled a loner,
shy, anti-social and unpredictable.

I never felt though, then or now, that | didn't like being
around other people. It was just that | was more comfort-
able being alone and feeling that warm, quiet stillness that
would so gently wash over me after the chatter in my brain
would finally subside from my simply letting it be.

| would often sit for hours on end, 20 feet in the air,
perched in the little nook I'd discovered atop the towering
maple tree next to the pear tree and blueberries in our
side yard. From my private watchtower, | could gaze out
over the endless acres of cherry and peach trees and feel
my oneness with them in my silent attentiveness.

Now that | have grown, | can see the value and depth of
nurturing that stiliness within me not only in times of soli-

Page 7

tude. | can now also see what is the essential core of those
early alone times is how | can allow myself to honor that
still center within me%that eternal, breathing silence, and
express and radiate that natural beauty outward into my
world.

Even then, at the age of eight, | already seemed to have an
awareness of an energy, a consciousness, that permeated
everything within and around me. That energy was so real
for me that | somehow felt so deeply connected with that
old maple, the forest, the stream, and the deer, rabbits and
squirrels that would play in our yard, that at times | almost
ached to venture as deeply into that world as | could allow
myself to without the fear of getting "lost". | can see now
that it was never a fear off getting lost that | was overcom-
ing, but rather the fear of finding out who | truly am. What
we yearn for so innocently is often what brings up the most
fear for us, which presents a tremendous opportunity for
healing. In the words of Ernest Holmes, "There is noth-
ing to heal, only Truth to be revealed.”

| am so grateful for the gifts of my childhood years; Most of
all for what was for me a natural cultivation of my aware-
ness of the spiritual source of all life. | am so grateful today
for the ability to remain still and radiate that peaceful know-
ing from within the deepest spaces of my being. | am grate-
ful to have the consciousness to recognize that spiritual
source dancing in the eyes of another human being. This is
my highest honor.

Dale Allen Hoffman is an "eternal stu-
dent” of the Aramaic teachings of Yeshua
(Jesus) and a 14-year teacher of spiritual
insights from the ancient Aramaic language
and culture.

Dale is available for workshops throughout
the country and holds retreats several
times a year. The reviews of his work are overwhelmingly
positive in nature.

)

Dales website is well worth the visit and contains a wealth of
information about his discoveries, his personal growth and his
path to understanding the Aramaic language.

Visit Dale’s website at:

https://www.daleallenhoffman.com/Home_Page.html
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31900 K-68 Hwy
Paola, Kansas 66071

To someone special

College

AA, BS, MS, Doctorate
Advanced Religious Studies
Theology

Pastoral Counseling

Time to Fulfill
- your Dream

SZ =

Attainable Education

Affordable

1-877-382-3888

Fillmore Theological

Members Only

Complete On-Line Degree Programs

Ministerial Studies for Ordination

Challenging Informative

www.fillmorecollege.com
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Members of the Conference on Practical
Christianity can have a Full Website de-
signed with 5 full pages, PayPal donation
or shopping link and graphics for a one
time price of:

$299.00
Call today and | e

website project.

013-207-9241

Paid Advertisement

s Space

W Be Youry 7=

Got a workshop or book or
seminar or product you would
like to promote?

$39.00 per issue will get you
this space.

bs discuss your

You set up the artwork or we
do the price is the same.

Call Charlie at

1-800-948-3171
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