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Newsletter of the
Conference on Practical Christianity

Mark your calendar ...

Your presence is needed at all of our conference calls whether the call be for a Roundtable
discussion or a quarterly Board meeting. All are invited. To refresh the protocol please
note the following:

Roundtable Discussion—This is meeting without agenda. It is an opportunity to make your
voice and your desires heard so that the Conference may better serve you as a individual
member and better serve your organization. All may speak on any subject that is on their
mind. The meeting is moderated.

Board Meeting of the Conference on Practical Christianity— This is quarterly meeting with
agenda. All are invited to attend but only the Board Members speak unless a member has
requested to be part of the Agenda. (Two weeks notice is required.)

Meetings for the remainder of 2008:

The more you make your presence known at our monthly
meetings the better able are you to be served by your
organization. We are looking for some ideas on an
Outreach Effort, Annual Conference, Policy Manual and any
ideas you might want explored. For the Conference to
serve you, you must serve the Conference. It's a “cause
and effect thing." Join us each month, it's a lot of fun and
it's a good way to keep up with what’s going on.

July 19—Board Meeting
August 9—Rountable
September 13—Roundtable
October 11—Board Meeting
November 8 —Roundtable
December 13—Roundtable

Rev. Kathryn Thalden to be Ordained . ..

fim Mumaanm Vallad, a0

Kathryn Thalden is a Licensed Unity Teacher who founded Unity
Vegas, Nevada. After serving as Spiritual Leader there for five yec
to pursue her next adventure in spirit. Currently, Kathryn is te
group and volunteering for Hospice. Upon hearing that she is to bl
she felt this was an important step in realizing her purpose, maki
what God is giving her to do. She said she looks forward to partici
and in meeting the members.

Rev. Kathryn will be ordained at the end of July this year in |
ordination will be facilitated by Rev. Charles Smith.

Welcome and congratulations Rev. Thalden.

Rev. Kathryn Thalden
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New Look

For Conference Website
Www.fillmoresunity.com

May 15, 2008 is the
proposed date for
launching our new
website. We are planning
a cleaner look and a more
organized approach to
the resources available.

Let us know what you
think.




Tithes vs. Freewill Giving and the Conference

Haiku?

By Rev. C. Smith

Tithing seems to be the subject of many of the
discussions and much of the reading I have been
doing lately. Rev. Paula Ryan has been generous
in giving her thoughts on the matter of tithing and
finances in our newsletters. I thought I'd take a
look into tithing versus giving. What's the
difference?

I started with scripture and found the first
reference to tithing to be in Leviticus 27:30 ™A
tithe of everything from the land, whether grain
from the soil or fruit from the trees, belongs to the
LORD; it is holy to the LORD.” And the first
reference to it meaning to be a tenth in Leviticus
27:32. In Malachi 3:10. God tells us, “"Bring the
whole tithe into the storehouse, that there
may be food in my house. Test me in this,"
says the LORD Almighty, "and see if I will not
throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour
out so much blessing that you will not have
room enough for it.”

Charles Fillmore, in the Revealing Word says the
following:

tithe--A tenth part. In the Old Testament the tithe
or tenth is mentioned as a reasonable and just
return to the Lord by way of acknowledging Him as
the source of supply.

tithing--Giving a tenth of one's supply to God and
His work. Tithing is a tacit agreement that man is
in partnership with God in the conduct of his
finances. This leads to confidence and assurance
that whatever is done will bring increase of some
kind. "Give, and it shall be given unto you" (Luke
6:38).

“Tithing, which is based on a law that cannot fail,
establishes method in giving. It brings into the
consciousness a sense of divine order that is
manifested in one's outer life and affairs as
increased efficiency and greater prosperity. It is the
surest way ever found to demonstrate plenty, for it
is God's own law and way of giving.”

In our churches we sometimes hear the minister
speaking of taking up the offering or referring to
the time of tithing as a time of giving. It is true

However, there is another term we use called the
“free-will offering.”

Free-will offering is a spontaneous gift as in
Exodus 35:29 or; a voluntary sacrifice as in Ezra
3:5. Charles Fillmore, in The Revealing Word
says the following:

offerings, freewill--"Freely ye received, freely
give" (Matt. 10:8) is a law of life, and all must
conform to it in order to realize their highest
good and to receive abundantly. Giving measures
the receiving.

Tithing then, is that which we give to our church
or other place where from we receive our
spiritual good. Where we receive our message
from God.

All things above tithing are call special gifts or
free-will offerings and these gifts are to help do
God’s work. In our case to a group or
organization that is formed for the purpose of
spreading God’s word and promoting spiritual
maturity among it’'s members.

What each of us gives to the Conference is just
that, a gift. It is tax-deductible just any other
donation but it is a gift. A free-will offering to
help promote the spreading of God’s word
throughout the World.

You gifts to the Conference help to maintain our
prayer lines, our newsletter our offices and
communication setu8p as well as to provide
funds for maintaining our website and offices and
other things that allow us to remain active in our
work.

With out your generous gifts it would be very
difficult for us to operate without going into debt.

Recent review of our operating expenses have
allow us to shave almost $1500.00 off of our
annual operating budget. We have no debt save
compensation and we are beginning to meet our
expenses on time. All this thanks to our new
Secretary and the general awareness of the
administrative staff. Thank you for your gifts.

Spiritualness,
Being the
heavenly state,
Realized knowing.

Affirming I do,
Seek relationship
with God,

Never looking back.

As the Christ in me,
Ever seeks the
Christ in you,

Love is found as
one.

"There are no
discords in my
being.
Being is peace."
-- Myrtle Fillmore

We need more
often to think of
our body as being
the temple of divine
love, the very
substance of health
and harmony in
order that this truth
may be implanted
in the subconscious

mind, which
that these terms may be used interchangeably and Eac_h one should qive what he/she has decided in | | 4016 the body
that we can interpret these terms to mean a tenth | [their heart to give, not reluctantly or under functioning.
of our good must go back to God. compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
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http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?book_id=3&chapter=27&verse=30&version=31&context=verse
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Bulletin Board

CPC Treasurers Report June-2008—Barbara Hudson, Treasurer

Write a wise saying and
your name will live forever.

- Anonymous
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“"What do you mean?” asked Confucius.

“I've forgotten Humanity and Duty
completely,” Yan Hui replied.

“"Not bad. But that’s still not it.” said
Confucius.

After a time, Yan Hui exclaimed: “I've
forgotten ritual and music completely.”

Still not it,” said Confucius.
Hui
I sit

After yet another while Yan
exclaimed, “I'm gaining ground.
quietly and forget.”

“What do you mean?” asked Confucius.

"I let the body fall away and the
intellect fade,” said Yah Hui. I throw
out form and abandon understanding—
and then move freely, blending away
into the great transformation. That's
what I meant by sit quietly and
forget.”

Confucius went pale; his disciple had
surpassed him.

“If you blend away like that, you're free
of likes and dislikes,” he said. “If
you're all transformation, you're free of
permanence. So in the end the true
sage her is you. So you won't mind if I
follow you from now on, will you?”

To “Know” a thing is to distinguish it
from everything else. To forget these
distinctions is to become aware of
undifferentiated unity, and to lose all
sense of being a separate individual.”

(From the Great Transformation by
Karen Armstrong)
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Beginning Balance $1264.90
Income

Membership Dues $0.00

Tithes $354.63

Total Income $354.63
Expenses

CPC Compensation $270.00

Office Supplies! $63.49

Communications $109.02

Software?  $177.81

Bank Charges $16.50

Total Expenses $636.82
Ending Balance $982.71

Notes:
Includes Postage and other supplies.
Adobe software purchase - cancelled and will be refunded to the bank account.

501 c 3 Quarterly Reports

Professional Member Quarterly Report Membership Application/

2007 Renewal
Organization:
. Name:
Minister:
Board President: ritler _____, Phone:
Phone # of Board President: Address:
[__INo of Sunday Services City: St:
[__] Other Services Zip:
[__] Weddings
Email:

[__1 Christenings

[__]1 Memorials
[__1 Workshops
[__1 Hospital Visits
[__] Classes

[ ] General Membership $60.00

[ | Professional Membership $95.00

[ ] Independent Unity Minister $95.00

You are blessed for all you do.
Tithe Enclosed?
Amount:
Thank You.
You are appreciated.
Please mail to:
Treasurer—CPC
13196 South Ash St— Claremore, OK
74017

] Organizational Membership $125.00

Mail with Check to:
CPC—Treasurer
13196 South Ash Street
Claremore, OK 74017

Or Join on-line

www.fillmoresunity.com
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http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/932.html

Fillmore Theological College Rev. Donald Hudson

Omraam Mikhael Aivanhov wrote the following in The Path of Silence : “If you ask a sage to describe Gc¢ '&\""0:]5’}‘,3

his only response will be silence, for silence alone can express the essence of the Deity. Yes, to s: 5 '&\3 /':
enough; and to say what He is not is not enough either. It is true to say that God is love, wisdom, pov %_5 :;
it is also true too say that these words fall far short of the divine reality; they are incapable of encomp ”-';, F C :F

infinity, eternity or perfection of God. We cannot know God by talking or hearing others talk about H i oiias Vos Liberabit

Him by plunging into the depths of our own being and entering that innermost region: the region that is silence.” At Fillmore
Theological College we not only challenge our students academically but we also require practice and further development of
the innermost being that resides within us all. It is only by developing that intimacy with God that all of our practical and

spiritual knowledge has meaning. We invite you to come join us at FTC.

Website: www.fillmorecollege.com—Telephone: 1-877-FTC(382)-3888

ilt has always seemed strange to me that in our endless discus #fi
becoming an educated person, the enormous interest it adds to life. To be able to be caught up into the world of thought --
that is to be EdthdHamittdn:o

There is no Corneron Truth...

Prayer is a thought, a belief, a feeling, arisin ithin the
rayer| 49 ! et ! 9, rising withi “You know that the rulers in this world lord it over their
mind of the one praying. . . .
people, and officials flaunt their authority over those under
Ernest Holmes I .
them. But among you it will be different. Whoever wants to
. . o . ) be a leader among you must be your servant, and whoever
Happiness is spiritual, born of truth and love. It is unselfish; )
therefore it cannot exist alone, but requires all mankind to wants to be first among you must be the slave of everyone
" q else. For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to
share it. . - "
Marv Baker Edd serve others and to give his life as a ransom for many.
y y Jesus the Christ(Mark 10:42-45)
We increase whatever we praise. The whole creation
P ) Let us rise up and be thankful, for if we didn't learn a lot
responds to praise, and is glad. . . _—
. today, at least we learned a little, and if we didn't learn a
Charles Fillmore . o . . .
little, at least we didn't get sick, and if we got sick, at least
“What is physical healing but an outer evidence that a step we didn't die; so, let us all be thankful.
in spiritual development has been taken?” Buddha

Emmet Fox
I love you when you bow in your mosque, kneel in your

“There is nothing animate in the body, so when the body is temple, pray in your church. For you and I are sons of one
injured by what we call disease, it is by an error of the mind, religion, and it is the spirit.
the body being subject to the mind, so when the mind is Kahlil Gibran
corrected of its error, the truth is established which is its
health.” “Nothing can be effected in the world, not even conceivably,

without unity and agreement, and the perfect means for
engendering fellowship and union is true religion.”

Phineas Quimby

Perception of Good, which is understanding, never comes ‘Abdul-Baha
clear to us, nor makes potent our effort, till our persistent
word of Truth has had its way with us over and beyond all We hold these truths to be self-evident: That all men are
temptations to speak of foolishness and evil. created equal; that they are endowed by their Creator with
Emma Curtis Hopkins certain unalienable rights; that among these are life, liberty,
and the pursuit of happiness..."
\ American Declaration of Independence
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The True Cost of Everything ©

Paula Langguth Ryan

Henry David Thoreau once said that “the cost of a thing is the
amount of what I call “life” which is required to be exchanged
for it immediately or in the long run.”

Most of us are putting off things this month that will wind up
costing you more in the long run, in time, energy, missed
opportunities.

Maybe you’re putting off paying anything on your debts
because you're afraid to tell creditors how much you can
afford to pay them each month, because you're afraid they
won't accept your small payment, afraid they will try and
garnish your wages, or a hundred other reasons. Your true
cost in the long run may be that you wind up with a stress-
related health condition from dodging creditor phone calls, or
you wind up ruining your credit for years

Maybe you’re putting off telling someone you love how you
truly feel about them because you’re afraid they don’t feel the
same about you, won’t want to take a chance on love again,
or a hundred other reasons. The true cost may be that you
wind up spending the rest of your life without the person you
truly love, pining away for “what might have been” or “what
wasn’t said.” It's like the country song “It’s a Little Too Late.”

Or maybe what you’re putting off doesn't seem so life-
altering. Maybe you're putting off having your car serviced,
fixing a small leak in the gutters, ironing the clothes you’ll
need for work next week, cleaning out the fridge, sorting
through your tax papers, making a phone call, and so on.

Make a quick list of 4 things you’re putting off doing, because
you currently feel you lack enough time, energy, money or
knowledge to take care of them. Then write down the true
cost of what they may mean. Does the cost of having your car
towed at an inconvenient time, coordinating rides with others
and paying for unexpected repairs outweigh the cost of
having your oil changed this month?

Does the cost of having your roof repaired, having termites
removed, having wet rot cut out of the wood and having your
drywall replaced, repaired and repainted outweigh the cost of
getting up on the ladder with a caulk gun and sealing the
leaking gutter?

Does the cost of missing out on a promotion or losing a client
because you're late, harried, or ill-tempered because you had
to take extra time on a busy morning to iron a clean shirt
outweigh the energy it takes to iron clothes for an hour?

This month, when you get the urge to procrastinate, do what

recovering alcoholics do when they get
They walk themselves through what wo
take that first drink, starting with pickin
ending with falling down in the gutter a
important to them in the process. Walk

true cost of putting off what needs to F%4
cost of taking the time, energy and mdiss
Then make a conscious choice as to whet
to pay that price.

This month, cut your costs by taking action on 4 items that
would cost you more if you put them off until later.

Visit Paula:
http://www.artofabundance.com/

Our Mission Statement

Given below is the final draft of what is to be our Mission
Statement for the Conference on Practical Christianity.
Please look it over and, if you have further suggestions, let
us know your thoughts as soon as possible. We wav nt to
proceed with adopting it as our final statement.

The Conference on Practical Christianity, in the
tradition and after the example of Charles and Myrtle
Fillmore, exists to further the spiritual growth of our
individual members, ministries, and communities. We
accomplish our mission through ... focus on prayer and
healing, research and study, education, publication,
and professional preparation. Our good and the good
of those affiliated with us is realized as we practice
the Principles of Truth Ileading to a deeper
understanding of and relationship with God and our
Wayshower, Christ Jesus.

Thank you. Reply to drcharlie@fillmoresunity.com
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Prayer of Cooperation
Sometimes called the Upanishad Prayer of Cooperation

Om ! May He protect us both together; may He nourish us
both together; May we work conjointly with great energy,
May our study be vigorous and effective; May we not
mutually dispute (or may we not hate any).

Om ! Let there be Peace in me ! Let there be Peace in my
environment ! Let there be Peace in the forces that act on
me !

When we cooperate everything about us cooperates with us
to the good of creation and of the universe.
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What is Success? Beecher Hunter

From an article by Mr. Beecher Hunter, President of Life Care
and in their magazine Life Care Leader we were fortunate to
discover the following article.

Writing in Brown Book Magazine in 1904, Elizabeth-Anne

associations we have at home, in our work, in our
community and in our church—as well as our connection
with God.

It is as we relate to people—spouse, children, friends,

(Bessie) Anderson gave this eloquent definition of success.

AiHe (she) has

accomplished his (her) task; who has

appreciation of

benediction. o

Mr. Hunter offers this comment:

Our true sense of identity, which gives our life meaning and a
genuine sense of success, is not bound up in tasks, deadlines
relationships—-

or projects. It lies in

achieved
often, and loved much; who has enjoyed the trust of pure
women (men), the respect of intelligent men (women) and
the love of little children; who has filled his (her) niche and

Earthos
left the world better than he (she) found it. Whether an
improved poppy, a perfect poem, or a rescued soul; who has
always looked for the best in others and given them the best
he (she) had, whose life was an inspiration; whose memory a

associates

success Ww i
our lives.

never lacked

beauty o|r

the day-to-day

and wothers=—that—we— develop a
understanding of who we are and what our lord’s plan is for

rightful

"Every one of us, unconsciously, works out a personal
philosophy of life, by which we are guided, inspired, and
corrected, as time goes on. It is this philosophy by which
we measure out our days, and by which we advertise to all
about us the man, or woman, that we are. .
a brief time to scent the life philosophy of anyone. It is
defined in the conversation, in the look of the eye, and in
the general mien of the person. It has no hiding place. It's
like the perfume of the flower — unseen, but known almost
instantly. It is the possession of the successful, and the
happy. And it can be greatly embellished by the absorption
of ideas and experiences of the useful of this earth."
George Matthew Adams

. . It takes but

The Children . ..

her makeup, under the watchful eyes
of her young granddaughter as she'd
done many times before. After she
applied her lipstick and started to
leave, the little one said, "But
Gramma, you forgot to kiss the toilet
paper good-bye!"

My young grandson called the other
day to wish me Happy Birthday. He
asked me how old I was, and I told
him, "62." He was quiet for a
moment, and then he asked, "Did you
start at 1?"

A grandmother was telling her little
granddaughter what her own
childhood was like: "We used to skate
outside on a pond. I had a swing
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made from a tire; it hung from a tree
in our front yard. We rode our pony.
We picked wild raspberries in the
woods." The little girl was wide-eyed,
taking this all in. At last she said, "I
sure wish I'd gotten to know you
sooner!"

A little girl was diligently pounding
away on her grandfather's
word processor. She told him she
was writing a story. "What's it
about?" he asked. "I don't know,"
she replied. "I can't read."

I didn't know if my granddaughter
had learned her colors yet, so I
decided to test her. I would point out
something and ask what color it
was. She would tell me and was
always correct. It was fun for me, so
I continued. At last she headed for
the door, saying sagely, "Grandma, I
think you should try to figure out
some of these yourself!"

When my grandson asked me how old I
was, I teasingly replied, "I'm not
sure." "Look in your underwear,

Grandpa," he advised. "mine says I'm
four to six."

A nursery school teacher was delivering
a station wagon full of kids home one
day when a fire truck zoomed
past. Sitting in the front seat of the
truck was a Dalmatian dog.

The children started discussing the
dog's duties.

"They use him to keep crowds back,"
said one child.

"No," said another, "he's just for good
luck."

A third child brought the argument to a
close.

"They use the dogs," she said firmly, "to
find the fire hydrants...

Logos . ..
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The Gift of the Rabbi ...

nce upon a time there was a monastery that has fallen
O upon hard times. Through persecution and secularism

the monastery has lost all of it's branches and the
mother house had dwindled to only seven monks including
the abbot. The monastery was barely hanging on.

In the woods surrounding the mor-~*~--
cabin to which the town rabbi wot

time to time. The monks were al &
and had become a bit psychic o
prayer and meditation. They kne
the little cabin and would whisper
rabbi is in the woods, the rabbi is in

When the abbot arrived at the little cabin he was warmly
welcomed by the rabbi. After the abbot explained why he
had come the rabbi commiserated with him and explained
that he too was wrestling with the question of why the spirit
had gone out of the people. It seems there were fewer
people coming to synagogue. But alas, the rabbi had no
answer for the abbot.

After the abbot and the rabbi had eaten and prayed together
and even wept a little, the abbot announced he had to go.
At the door of the little cabin the abbot turned to the rabbi
and asked one last time for an answer to his dilemma. The
rabbi said he was sorry he couldn’t help but that he could tell
the abbot one thing. The rabbi said, "One of you at the
monastery is the Messiah.

When the abbot arrived back at the monastery the monks
gathered round him and asked, What did he say? What did
the rabbi tell you?” The abbot told them the rabbi couldn’t
help but that he did say something mystic. “The rabbi said
that one of us was the Messiah,” he told them.

Weeks and months passed with the monks treating each
other with extraordinary respect for who among them was
the Messiah? It is surely the abbot they thought, he has
been here the longest. Or could it be brother Thomas? He is
very knowledgeable and very gentle. Maybe it is brother
William they thought. He is very stubborn but he is like a
rock in his faith. It couldn’t be me each of the monks
thought. Surely I am not worthy. They began to treat
themselves with extraordinary respect.
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People came to the woods on Sunday afternoons to picnic and
to rest and to enjoy nature. They began to notice the aura of
extraordinary respect which permeated the monastery.
Young men, again, began to ask to join the monastery and
the number of monks began to grow. People began to attend
Sunday services and the church began to thrive. It could be

_ "~~~ +hetall of the people who came to the woods and all of

T ; treated each other with extraordinary respect.

's gift began to help make the monastery, once
anter of spiritual light and growth.

e {1 know the Messiah or maybe you are the Messiah.
?l'a.' should begin, right now, to treat ourselves and
with extraordinary respect.

Did you know . ..?

Your Conference provides you with many services that may
and can serve you in many parts of your life and in your
professional endeavors. Among them:

 Prayer Requests
' Your monthly, informative newsletter

I Educational
Seminary

opportunity through Fillmore Theological

I Personal and Professional Counseling through Conference
headquarters: 1-800-939-2023

Scholarship opportunities

Guest Speakers and Workshop Leaders

Newly developed Ministerial Training Program

Professional Ministers

=A =4 -4 =

resources on the Conference
website

1 Discounted Website creation through the Conference for
yourself, your organization or your church

9 Monthly Roundtable telephone conference call discussions

And much more . ..

Call today and tell us of yuour desires: 1-800-939-2023

Logos . ..




Conference on Practical Christianity
17 S. Pearl Street
Paola, Kansas 66071

To someone special

Think kindly . ..

I expect to pass through life but once.
If therefore, there be any kindness I
can show, or any good thing I can do
to any other being, let me do it now,
and nort defer or neglect it, as I shall
not pass this way again.

William Penn

Kindness in words creates confidence.
Kindness in thinking creates
profoundness. Kindness in giving
creates love. Lao-tau

Life is made up, not of great sacrifices
or duties, but of little things, in which
smiles and kindness and small
obligations, given habitually, art what
win and preserve the heart and
secure comfort. Sir Humphrey

Davey

When you are good to others you are
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Humor yourself. ..

Build for yourself a strong-box,
Fashion each part with care;
When it is strong as your hand can
make it,

Put all your troubles there;
Hide all thoughts of your failures,
And each bitter cup that you quaff:
Lock all your troubles within it,
Then sit on the lid and laugh.

"Laugh at yourself, but don't ever aim
your doubt at yourself. Be bold. When
you embark for strange places, don't
leave any of yourself safely on shore.
Have the nerve to go into unexplored
territory." —Alan Alda

“Imagination was given to man to
compensate him for what he is not; a
sense of humor to console him for what
he is.” —Sir Francis Bacon

Know Yourself. ..

Royal dignity was yours from the day
you were born, on the holy mountains,
royal from the womb, from the dawn of
your earliest days. Psalm 110:3

Most people learn by observation, and
there are the few who learn by
experimentation. And then there are
those who actually TOUCH the fire to see
if it's really hot." -Anonymous

Friendship with one's self is all
important, because without it one cannot
be friends with anyone else in the world.
-- Eleanor Roosevelt

Life isn't about finding yourself. Life is

about creating yourself. -- George
Bernard Shaw
Resistance drains energy; acceptance
saves it; cheerfulness sustains it.
-- Anonymous
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