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Newsletter of the
Conference on Practical Christianity

New Feature

Rev. Paula Langguth Ryan, author of, Giving Thanks, the Art of Tithing and Bounce Back
from Bankruptcy has offered to become an ongoing contributor to Logos . . . Our Confer-
ence Newsletter. Rev. Ryan is going to share her discoveries about money and prosperity
with us so that we can better able heal our relationship with money.

Our current life and times of the economic world make it very important that we each de-
velop an understanding of the workings of all of our prosperity. As a nationwide speaker
and workshop facilitator, Paula will bring many ideas to the table from which we can bene-
fit.

Ryan has made it her life's mission to give people the resources they need to change the
way they think and feel about money -- so you can achieve personal prosperity and abun-
dance in all areas of your life. She takes all the bits and pieces you've learned about pros-
perity and connects the dots and fills in the blanks, to help you put it all together and cre-
ate lasting change in your life.

As Rev. Ryan says,
I have just one question for you:
"Are you ready to heal your relationship with money?"

Co-operation ...

One of the tenets of Practical Christianity is the law of Co-operation. It is the universal ac-
ceptance of others and their belief in the existence of a higher power and from this power
the goodness that binds us all together. We believe in each other therefore we co-operate
with each other in all things good. It is this co-operation that allows us to support and to
aid one another in synchronistic collaboration whether it be to return to God, to achieve
nirvana or to prepare for the next go-round in this domain.

Carl Jung, famed Swiss Psychologist coined the term Synchronicity to mean a meaningful
coincidence that has a low probability of being a random or chance event. To take it a step
further we can assert that New Thought is synchronistic by design. It is not an accident
that Phineas Quimby started a phenomenal school of thought that spoke to many of our
New Thought leaders such as Charles and Myrtle Fillmore of Unity, Earnest Holmes of Sci-
ence of Mind aka Religious Science, Mary Baker Eddy of Christian Science, Malinda Kramer
of Divine Science, and many more. We celebrate these pioneers who gave us a new way to
look at God, His proclaimed Son and the Holy Bible and our lives in this domain. This view-
point was grounded in metaphysics and serves us today in everything we do.

The collective consciousness of all in New Thought can only serve us well if we live in co-
operation with each other. The Conference on Practical Christianity supports this co-
operation and the oneness of all of God’s creation.
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New Look

For Conference Website
Www.fillmoresunity.com

May 15, 2008 is the pro-
posed date for launching
our new website. We are
planning a cleaner look
and a more organized
approach to the re-
sources available.

Let us know what you
think.




Poet ' s

remember when...?

Brothers
& Sisters

Thank You, God

By Rev. Charles Smith

I embrace the Lord in thanksgiving
with the simple phrase "Thank You God."
Not for anything really, yet for all.
For it is in all You are present
and in all You are felt.

I thank You God
for making me the fragrance

of Your embodiment and of Your grace and love.

I promise to thank You in my life
in demonstration of Your embrace.

Thank You God for Your Kingdom
in which I live and breathe and
have my being.

Thank You God for my place
in the rooms of Your mansion.

Thank You God for Your answers
that guide my life and purpose.
Thank You God for Your vision

which helps me to see
when all about me is dark.

Thank You God for Your hands
that reach to me when I am lost.
Thank you God for Your only begotten son
residing in me, guiding me, teaching me,
showing me it can be done.

Thank you God for prayer
and Your still small voice
resonating through my being
as I sit in the silence with hope
listening to Your comfort.

Thank You God for I know
You are here with me,
my companion on the journey
to glorify Your name
and celebrate my soul.
Thank you God.

Jesus Loves the Little Children

Jesus loves the little rﬂ'\
children ) V.
All the children of the ALY A

Black and yellow,

red, brown and white J

They're all precious :
in His sight

world v ‘ b

Jesus loves the little
children of the world

Whether you're rich or whether you're poor
It matters not to Him
He remembers where you're going
Not where you've been

Jesus loves the little children
All the children of the world
Black and yellow, red, brown and white
They're all precious in His sight
Jesus loves the little children of the world

If your heart is troubled
Don't worry, don't you fret
He knows that you have heard His call
And he won't forget

Jesus loves the little children
All the children of the world
Black and yellow, red, brown and white
They're all precious in His sight
Jesus loves the little children of the world

All around the world tonight
His children rest assured
That He will watch and He will keep us
Safe and secure

Jesus loves the little children
All the children of the world
Black and yellow, red, brown and white
They're all precious in His sight
Jesus loves the little children of the world

For you did not
receive a spirit
that makes you a
slave again to
fear, but you re-
ceived the Spirit
of sonship. And
by him we cry,
"Abba, Father."
The Spirit himself
testifies with our
spirit that we are
God's children.
Now if we are chil-
dren, then we are
heirs—heirs of
God and co-heirs
with Christ, if in-
deed we share in
his sufferings in
order that we may
also share in his
glory.

Romans 8:15-17

Iis good to get
back to the basics.
No matter what
we are doing in
life we must real-
ize that to become
too sophisticated
to remember that
we are children of
God we are
headed for a terri-
bly long hill.

The simplicity of
the teachings is
our strength that
leads to our spiri-
tual success.

Highest Blessings.
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Bulletin Board CPC Treasurers Report May—Barbara Hudson, Treasurer

Beginning Balance $1025.27
Income
Membership Dues $0.00
Tithes 546.01
Offerings 909.16
Received Not Dep. 113.75
Total Income $1568.92
Expenses
CFC Cornpensatizn $415.60
Office Rent 650.00
Office Suppliesl 24.60
Communications 166.36
Hardware2 53.73
Bank Charges 19.00
Total Expenses $1329.29
Ending Balance $1264.90
1. Includes Printer Ink, Postage and other supplies.
2. Replaced router destroyed by lightening

501 c 3 Quarterly Reports

At the risk of repeating myself, I must Professional Member Quarterly Report Membership Application/

stress the importance of filing Quarterly 2007 Renewal
Reports to the Conference on Practical Organization:

Christianity if you are using the 501 ¢ 3 Name:

non-profit tax status protection pro- Minister:

vided by the Conference.

Board President: riteT ____, Phone:
We are in process of listing our Minis- .
; } Address:
ters, churches and other organizations Phone # of Board President:
that fall into this category with the IRS. - .
. dory [__]INo of Sunday Services City: St:
Failure to properly do the Quarterly ] Zip:
. [__] Other Services Ip:
Report with the Conference puts every- .
one in jeopardy [] Weddings .
[__ 1 Christenings Email:
L [__] Memorials
If your ministry does not do any of the [_] Workshops — General Membership $60.00
things listed on the report simply leave | | — Hosoital Visit
them unchecked. However, it is impor- [__] Hospital Visits __| Professional Membership $95.00
tant you file th rtin a timel -| | [-] Classes
ant you file the report In a imely man [ ] Independent Unity Minister  $95.00
ner.
You are blessed for all you do. [] oOrganizational Membership $125.00

i ?
If you have questions regarding this Tithe Encloseds

matter please call Rev. Charlie Smith at Amoun_tr:rT Mail with Check to:
Conference Headquarters. ank rou. CPC—Treasurer
You are appreciated. 13196 South Ash Street
1-800-939-2023 Please mail to: Claremore, OK 74017
. Treasurer—CPC

Or email: : :

13196 South Ash St— Claremore, OK Or Join on-line
drcharlie@fillmoresunity.com 74017

www.fillmoresunity.com
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Fillmore Theological College Rev. Donald Hudson

Doctor of Divinity (D.D., Divinitatis Doctor in Latin) is an advanced academic degree in divinity (the ‘;\P“'“pr
study of Christian and other theology and religious ministry). Historically, it identified one who had &
been licensed by a university to teach Christian theology or related religious subjects. In the United o 2
Kingdom the D.D. has traditionally been the highest doctorate granted by universities, usually con- .E;; F C ,:T
ferred upon a religious scholar of standing and distinction. v

So what does it mean at Fillmore Theological College (FTC)? The Doctor of Divinity degree is

the most highly esteemed degree offered at FTC and is awarded to those individuals exhibiting exceptional academic skills
and spiritual maturity. They are preparing to become “Spiritual Leaders” or to strengthen their existing leadership skills. This
degree program focuses primarily on developing their “Spiritual Leadership” skills and further development and enhancement
of their existing spiritual faculties. The Spiritual Leadership of the individual may occur in their workplace, sphere
of influence, or place of worship and in the capacity that the individual and Spirit deem as appropriate. The ultimate goal of
Fillmore Theological College is that graduates with a Doctor of Divinity degree go forth living as masters of Unity principles
and teaching those principles wherever they might be and the degree program is designed with that end in mind.

Today is a good day for beginning your journey toward a Doctor of Divinity at Fillmore Theological College.

www.fillmorecollege.com

New Thought Community ...

93rd Annual INTA
2008 Congress

Know Thyself:

Divine Science
Federation International
2008 Conference

YeS,lAm 6Di scover the F
Mi nd and Soul 6
August 11-15, 2008 July 15-19, 2008
Kansas City, Missouri Embassy Suites North, Phoenix, Arizona

“This year we are providing, at your request, a more interac-
tive and sharing Congress in which your participation
strengthens the consciousness of New Thought as it blesses
our spiritual growth.”

Federation International. Rev., Dr. Flo and Rev. Hal Dibblee
Co-Chairs 2008 Congress

In our effort to recognize all New Thought movements the
Conference of Practical Christianity is honored to be able to
tell you about the upcoming conference of Divine Science

(From their brochure)

The 2008 Divine Science Conference will feature a variety of
experiences including presentations and panel discussions as
well as a “mini-retreat” format encouraging in-depth investi-
gation and personal understanding.

Not only will you be treated to hearing a variety of speakers
but the INTA Congress is one of the finest opportunities for
networking available today. This event is well worth attend-
ing to build lasting relationships and avenues of exploration

Join us in proclaiming “Yes, I Am!” knowing and co-creating | Farely offered in the New Thought Community.

a deeper understanding and experience of the One Life,
Love, Wisdom. Power and substance that lives in and
through each of us.

Go to the site below for a more thorough description of the
93rd Annual International New Thought Alliance Congress.

For more information:

For more information and to register:

www.divinesciencefederation.org
www.newthoughtalliance.org
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The Etiquette of Tithing©

by Paula Langutth Ryan

I once had a conversation with someone about making a
mental shift in how we view tithes. Many people (and I've
done it myself!) view tithes as a handout or some sort of
charity, which we view negatively, as if needing something is
a bad thing. We all have needs, we all have desires. By judg-
ing our needs as "bad" we subconsciously block our prosperity
in subtle ways.

Likewise we don't quite know what to do if someone refuses a
tithe from us, or tithes back to us. I'd like to share with you a
few tips on the etiquette of tithing, that I've found helpful.

1: Be open and receptive to the gifts of time, talent and
treasures that are offered to you. Tithes, donations, charity,
whatever you call the blessings of your income, your time or
your unique abilities, are acts of good. Charity, being benevo-
lent, means doing good or causing good to be done. Our his-
tory is filled with "benefactors" who created trust funds or
otherwise supported artists, musicians, composers, writers,
teachers, ministers, rabbis, etc. These acts of charity brought
attention to and provided support for the creative work they
were doing. Today, much of this benevolent work is done
through tax-deductible charities, but much is also still done
through individuals with no thought to the tax benefit. You
participate in this wondrous flow every time you tip a street
performer, or throw a house concert, or tithe to other creative
individuals.

2: Don't let others take your prosperity away by refusing
your tithe (and don't refuse tithes that are offered you). I'm
often moved by incredible music. Years ago, I tithed directly
to the soloist and the pianist at my home church. They both
attempted to turn down the tithe and I simply said, "please
don't stand in the way of my prosperity. You fed my soul and
I feel compelled to give you this gift. Please accept it gra-
ciously in the spirit in which it is being given." Simple words
that carry a profound message.

I brought some clothes to a fabulous secondhand store last
week and told them I didn't want to open up a consignment
account, I just wanted to give them the clothes. The woman
was at a loss as to how she could accept the clothes, until I
finally told her to take the proceeds and give them to a fa-
vored charity. Often, people turn down tithes because they
are afraid of appearing needy, and because we've had it
drummed into our heads that you don't accept charity, or
money, for doing good deeds. Doing the good deed is sup-
posed to be reward enough. And it is. Accepting a tithe is an-
other good deed.

If someone is tithing to you and you're worried that it's too
much or it's too big of an item, or it's too much of their time
to expect them to give, simply ask: "Are you sure?" If they
say yes, then graciously accept their tithe so that all may
prosper.

3: Tap into the circular flow of tithing energy. Energy must
flow, in and around and through us or it becomes stagnant.
This goes for money energy as well as any other kind of en-
ergy. We must give freely and receive freely or we put a bot-
tleneck in the universal flow of energy. We stop up our own
prosperity and that of others when we react in fear or shame
when we're giving or receiving.

I was part of an unusual tithing situation once that brought
this home. I spent some time with my wonderful spiritual
mentor, Nellie, and tithed to her. Later that evening, I re-
ceived a tithe from Nellie and from my church. I was so
grateful for the unexpected tithe, and for how deeply I was
moved during that evening's meditation, that I immediately
tithed 10% of what I'd just received back to Nellie. Some-
times, you will find that you spiritually feed each other.
Honor that with your tithes. Don't withhold them because
you think it's "weird" to tithe back to someone who just
tithed to you.

Tithing is what we do, all day, whether we know it or not.
You tithe of your talents, even in your everyday work world.
I tithe of my talents, when I put words on paper. Give freely,
open and receptive to the good that will be coming to you.
This good may come in the form of a steady paycheck, or it
may come in the form of an occasional tithe. Be open and
receptive to letting Spirit decide how that good will come to
you. Release the fear and open your heart to give and re-
ceive your tithes.

What you do with now . ..

It is not your fault. But it is your responsibility.

The choices you have made have brought you to where you
are now. And so have other factors that are completely be-
yond your control.

There's nothing to be gained by blaming yourself for the way
your life has unfolded. There's everything to be gained by
actively taking full responsibility for the way your life pro-
ceeds.

The route you traveled to this point no longer matters, for
nothing can be done to change it. What truly matters is what
you do with now.

Life is always unpredictable, yet there's something you can
count on. The more sincerely and diligently you give yourself
to the living of it, the more life will go your way.

In this moment is every possibility. Take responsibility for it
all, and bring the best of those possibilities to life.

-- Ralph Marston
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Fun

facts .

Only two people signed the Declaration of Independence on
July 4, John Hancock and Charles Thomson. Most of the rest
signed on August 2, but the last signature wasn't added until
5 year s later.

Q. If you were to spell out numbers, how far would you hav e
to go until you would find the letter 'A'?
A. One thousand

111,111,111 x 111,111,111 = 12,345,678,987,654,321

In Shakespeare's time, mattresses were secured on bed
frames by ropes. When you pulled on the ropes, the mattress

You can read the paragraph below.

I cdnuolt blveiee taht | cluod aulaclty uesdnatnrd waht |
was rdanieg. The phaonmneal pweor of the hmuan mnid
Aoccdrnig to rscheearch at Cmabrigde Uinervtisy, it de-
osn't mttaer in waht oredr the ltteers in a wrod are, the
olny iprmoatnt tihng is taht the frist and Isat Itteer be in
the rghit pclae. The rset can be a taotl mses and you can
sitll raed it wouthit a porbelm. Tihs is bcuseae the huamn
mnid deos not raed ervey lteter by istlef, but the wrod as
a wlohe. Amzanig huh?

tightened, making the bed firmer to sleep on. Hence the

phrase..'Goodnight, sleep tight'

PAaurA Lanxcourn Ryan

—~

»1IVINg Thanks

The Art of Tithing

Foreword by Rev. Catherine Ponder

author of Dynamic Laws of Prosperity

From then back cover:

Giving Thanks: The Art of Tithing of-
fers a systematic way to create true
and lasting abundance in all areas of
your life. This book is successfully
used by individuals from all walks of
life to dispel misconceptions and dis-
solve past discomfort about tithing.
In its truest form, tithing is simply a
way of saying it hank
abundance that is manifesting or ap-
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Book Review

by Rev. Charles Smith l‘]]

If you have read a good book and wish to tell everyone about it why not write a

short book review and we will feature it here in our newsletter.

This week we art

To obtain your copy of Giving Thanks: The Art of Tithing by Paula Langguth Ryan,

Visti her site:

www.artofabundance.com

pearing in your life today and in the
days to come.

It is an old adage that says, “In order
for things to change, you have to
change.” We nmu8st begin with our-
selves. This is certainly not a new
idea but it is not the idea that brings
about the change. Change is success-
fully brought about when we learn ho
to make these necessary changes in
our life, in our thinking and in out
style.

Paula Ryan, in this book, Giving
Thanks: the Art of Tithing, has pre-
sented the answers to the single most
important question, “What must I do
to change?” and “How do I go about
making these changes?”
youo for t he
I personally will not go another mo-

ment until I understand what giving is all
about. It is one thing to tithe but clearly
another to understand why we must
tithe.

One reader stated, “This (the book) was
the final piece missing from the tithing
puzzle. Thanks for bringing it all to-
gether in a way no one else ever did.”
-Karen K.—TN

And another . . .
" . explains tithing like nothing else I
have read or heard. It (the book) an-
swered all of my questions. I have a
whole different outlook and understand-
ing on giving that I don’t think I would
have achieved without reading this book.
-Linda K.—WI

Logos . ..



The Brick ...

Truth is where you find it . . .

A young and successful executive was traveling down a
neighborhood street, going a bit too fast in his new Jaguar.
He was watching for kids darting out from between parked
cars and slowed down when he thought he saw something.
As his car passed, no children appeared.

Instead, a brick smashed into the Jag's side door! He
slammed on the brakes and backed the Jag back to
the spot where the brick had been thrown. The angry driver
then jumped out of the car, grabbed the nearest kid and
pushed him up against a parked car shouting, 'What was
that all about and who are you? Just what the heck are you
doing? That's a new car and that brick you threw is going to
cost a lot of money. Why did you do it?' The young boy was
apologetic. 'Please, mister...please, I'm sorry but I didn't
know what else to do,' He pleaded. 'I threw the brick be-
cause no one else would stop..." With tears dripping down his
face and off his chin, the youth pointed to a spot just around
a parked car. 'It's my brother, 'he said 'He rolled off the curb
and fell out of his wheelchair and I can't lift him up.'

Now sobbing, the boy asked the stunned executive, 'Would
you please help me get him back into his wheelchair? He's
hurt and he's too heavy for me'

Moved beyond words, the driver tried to swallow the rapidly
swelling lump in his throat. He hurriedly lifted the handi-
capped boy back into the wheelchair, then took out a linen
handkerchief and dabbed at the fresh scrapes and cuts. A
quick look told him everything was going to be okay. 'Thank
you and may God bless you,' the grateful child told the
stranger. Too shook up for words, the man simply watched
the boy push his wheelchair-bound brother down the side-
walk toward their home.

It was a long, slow walk back to the Jaguar. The damage
was very noticeable, but the driver never bothered to repair
the dented side door. He kept the dent there to remind him
of this message: 'Don't go through life so fast that someone
has to throw a brick at you to get your attention!" God whis-
pers in our souls and speaks to our hearts. Sometimes when
we don't have time to listen, He has to throw a brick at us.
It's our choice to listen or not.

Contributed by Rev. Phillip Fischer

Reflections of the Monks
Finding a piece of the Truth

lla.ll.i-

One day Mara, the Evil One, was travel-
ling through the villages of India with his 5
attendants. he saw a man doing walking
meditation whose face was lit up on
wonder. The man had just discovered something on the
ground in front of him.

Mara's attendant asked what that was and Mara replied, "A
piece of truth." "Doesn't this bother you when someone finds
a piece of truth, O Evil One?" his attendant asked. "No," Mara
replied. "Right after this, they usually make a belief out of it."

The other side

One day a young Buddhist on his journey home, came to the
banks of a wide river. Staring hopelessly at the great obstacle
in front of him, he pondered for hours on just how to cross
such a wide barrier. Just as he was about to give up his pur-
suit to continue his journey he saw a great teacher on the
other side of the river. The young Buddhist yells over to the
teacher, "Oh wise one, can you tell me how to get to the
other side of this river"?

The teacher ponders for a moment looks up and down the
river and yells back, "My son, you are on the other side".

Walking on water

Three monks decided to practice meditation together. they sat
by the side of a lake and closed their eyes in concentration.
Then suddenly, the first one stood up and said, "I forgot my
mat." He steeped miraculously onto the water in front of him
and walked across the lake to their hut on the other side.

When he returned, the second monk stood up and said, "I
forgot to put my the other underwear to dry." He too walked
calmly across the water and returned the same way. The third
monk watched the first two carefully in what he decided must
be the test of his own abilities. "Is your learning so superior to
mine? I too can match any feat you two can perform," he de-
clared loudly and rushed to the water's edge to walk across it.
He promptly fell into the deep water.

Undeterred, the yogi climbed out of the water and tried again,
only to sink into the water. Yet again he climbed out and yet
again he tried, each time sinking into the water. This went on
for some time as the other two monks watched.

After a while, the second monk turned to the first and said,
"Do you think we should tell him where the stones are?"

Page 7
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Conference on Practical Christianity
17 S. Pearl Street
Paola, Kansas 66071

To someone special

What Love Means

A group of professional people posed this
question to a group of 4 to 8 year -olds,

'‘What does love mean?'

‘When my grandmother got arthritis,

she couldn't bend over and paint her
toenails anymore. So my grandfather

does it for her all the time, even when
his hands got arthritis too. That's love.'

Rebecca- age 8

'When someone loves you, the way they
say your name is different.  You just know
that your name is safe in their mouth.'

Billy - age 4
‘Love is when you go out to eat and give
somebody most of your French fries
without making them give you any of
theirs.'

Chrissy - age 6

Page 8

‘Love is when my mommy makes coffee
for my daddy and she takes a sip before
giving it to him, to make sure the taste is

OK.'
Danny - age 7
'Love is what's in the room with you at
Christmas if you stop opening presents
and listen.'
Bobby - age 7 (Wow!)

‘Love is like a little old woman and a
little old man who are still friends even
after they know each other so well.'

Tommy - age 6

‘My mommy loves me more than anybody.

You don't see anyone else kissing me to
sleep at night.'
Clare - age 6

‘Love is when Mommy gives Daddy the

best piece of chicken.'

Elaine-age 5

"You really shouldn't say 'l love you' unless
you mean it. But if you mean it, you should
say it a lot. People forget.'

Jessica - age 8

During my piano recital, | was on a stage and
scared. | looked at all the people watching
me and saw my daddy waving and smiling. He
was the only one doing that. | wasn't scared

anymore.
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